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DECCAN HEARLD (P-6), 01 JUNE 2023

Shameﬁﬂ neglect of

government schools
TheHigh Courthascomedown heavilyonthe "sorry

state of affairs” of government schools in Karna-
taka, many of which lack basic infrastructure like
drinking water and toilets. Referring to the data submit-
ted by amicus curiae KN Phanindra, the court observed
that 464 government schools did not have toilets and 87
did not have drinking water at a time when private insti-
tutions are providing mineral water to their students.
All schools had toilets only in seven districts, namely,
Chamarajanagara, Dakshina Kannada, Udupi, Uttara
Kannada, Hassan, Kodagu and Mysuru. Kalaburagi
topped the list of districts where students had no access
totoiletsand drinking water. Thisis not the first time that
government schools have come under judicial scrutiny.
In 2010, the court had directed the government to set
up an expert committee to go into the problems faced
by schools, prepare a scientific plan and submit a report
withinthree months. Again, in 2019, the High Courthad
sought a response from the government after a sample
survey conducted by the State Legal Services Authority
pointed to the deplorable condition of schools. Besides
the usual lack of toilets and safe drinking water, the
report found that many schools did —
not provide access for the specially d |
abled. Evidently, nothing seems to
have changed over the vears.

While education is a fundamental
right according to the Constitution.
the Right to Education Act makes
itincurnbent upon the state govern-
ment to provide basic infrastruc-
ture, including an all-weather building with barrier-free
access, separate toilets for boys and girls, safe drinking
water, and a library and playground. But often, they
exist only on paper. Most students in these schools are
from disadvantaged groups, weaker sections and so-
cially and educationally backward classes. Though the
stateis charged by the Constitution with providing good
quality elementary education, government schools are
in no way comparable to private institutions in terms
of infrastructure and quality of teaching. This amounts
to discrimination against the poorest of the poor. The
High Court is likely to take a dim view of the continued
non-compliance by the government and perhaps haul
the officers concerned for contempt.

Unfortunately, the government does not treat edu-
cation as a core sector, with the budgetary allocation
hovering around;just12%. The new government, particu-
larly Primary and Secondary Education Minister Madhu
Bangarappa, should immediately address this problem
andensurethatgovernmentschoolsare innowayinferi-
orto private ones. Unless the less privileged sections are
provided with high qualityeducation, theywillnotbeable
to compete with those coming out of private institutions
whenit comes to higher education and jobs. '@\’\l \ ] [
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MILLENNIUM POST, (P-11) 01 JUNE 23

The post Covid-19 era has witnessed
an extraordinary resurgence in the
hospitality industry, surpassing all
expectations. A degree in hospitalily
management opens up a world of
rewarding job opportunitics, providing
students with a versatile foundation lo
pursue their professional aspirations

ANINDITA ACHARYA

uring the challenging
times of the Covid-
19 pandemic, travel
seemed like a dis-

tant dream. The global health
crisis forced us to remain con-
fined within the four walls of
our homes, yearning to see the
skies and breathe the fresh air
of new destinations. Amid these
restrictions, many individu-

als found solace through virtual
travel experiences. According to
a December 2020 Statista study,
18 percent of respondents in the
USA embraced virtual travel as
a way to explore the world from
the safety of their homes.

As the world gradually
opened up post Covid-19 and
travel restrictions began to ease,
the travellers were back with a
vengeance, The impact of this
pent-up desire for travel can
be witnessed in the projected
growth of the global hotel and
resort industry market. Accord-
ing to Statista, by the end of
2031, the global hotel and resort
industry market is estimated to

ata CAGR of 8.1% and
reach $1.27 trillion, This growth
signifies a promising future for
the hospitality industry.
Looking at 2023, it is antici-
pated that 2,934 hotels will open
their doors across the gjoi:,e‘a
significant increase compared to
the 2,246 hotels opened in 2021.
 This surge in new hotel estab-

Arjun Kaggallu, the general
manager of Novotel Kolkata

Hotel and Residences, enthusias-
tically stated that "this is the best

time to be a part of the thriv-

ing hospitality sector”. “With the

world trending towards Chat-
GPT and Artificial Intelligence,
the hospitality industry still

thrives on relationships. Imagine

a robot serving you tea, Would
you feel a personal connection?
Yes, there have been technologi-
cal advancements like contact-
less travel, which has made the
hospitality industry more lucra-
tive, but still, the sector relies on
human interaction and connec-
tion the most, said the general
manager of Novotel Kolkata.
Hospitality management
encompasses diverse indus-
tries like travel, tourism, food
and beverage, accommoda-
tion, event management, and
hotels. The field extends beyond
the classroom, offering practi-

cal learning experiences. Diverse

management subjects such as
human resource management,
operations management, proj-
ect management, business strat-

egy. property management, sales

and marketing and leadership
management are also taught A manager, event manager, hatel
bachelor’s degree in hospitality ~ manager, and many more.
management can land jobs like Dr Shefali Joshi, head,
cabin crew, customer relation Department of Hospitality Man-
executive, guest service officer,  agement, MIT-WPU, saida
executive search consultant, sales  degree in hospitality and tour-
and marketing man- ism management can help
_ ager, human resources  students to pursue a range of
officer, retail manager,  exciting and rewarding careers
tour manager, tour- in the industry.
. jsm officer, business “The industry is experienc-
development  ing continuous growth, driven
by increasing travel and tourism

SKILL SETS
NEEDED
cation

» Communi

» Patience

» leadership

7 Problem-solving
s Self-discipline

» Active listening

» Politeness

» Teamwork

» Customer service
i Time manuge}nen’l

» Multitasking

» Adaptabllity .
“» Creativity

»languoge

» Networking

» Cultural awareness
————————

worldwide, providing abundant

job opportunities. Hospital-

ity and tourism often invalve

interaction with people from
different cultares and back-

" grounds, providing stu-

dents with opportunities for
exposure, cultural
hange, and personal

growth. The industry has

expanded to include
various diverse and
specialised roles like
sustainable tour-
ism manager,
& destination man-
¢ ager, revenue
manager, and
¥ digital mar-
~ keting special-
ist. These evolving

career options reflect the -

industry’s dynamic nature and
offer individuals opportunities lo
explore their interests;” she said.

According ta Dr Joshi,
careers in hospitality and tour-
ism management have expanded
beyond traditional roles. “Off-
beat career options such as
sommeliers, culinary tourism
specialists, adventure tourism
managers, ecotourism plan-
ners, and wedding planners
have gained popularity in recent
years, she said.

Prof M P Verma, Dean,
School of Hospitality & Tour-
ism, Sister Nivedita Univer-
sity, Kolkata, doesnt mince his
words when he said the hospital-
ity industry has resurged with
renewed vigour and energy post-
Covid-19, surpassing all expec-
tations. “The pandemic initially
cast doubt on the future of the
hospitality sector. However, in
the post-pandemic era, we have
witnessed a remarkable resur-
gence in travel, bringing forth
positive developments for the
industry. This resurgence has

OFFBEAT CAREER OPTIONS
SUCH AS SOMMELIERS,
CULINARY TOURISM
BPECIALISTS, ADVENTURE
TOURISM MANAGERS,
ECOTOURISM PLANNERS,
AND WEDDING PLANNERS
HAVE GAINED POPULARITY
IN RECENT YEARS

created a surge in demand for
hospitality management profes-
sionals across various sectors
such as hospitals, hotels, event

ership skills, critical thinking,
and problem-solving abilities
and should be good in commu-
nication and interpersonal skills.
Also, time management is key.
teen Pub & Grub, Kolkata and
co-owner of Traffic Gastropub,
studied engineering. However,
his passion for the hospitality
industry has been there since
childhood. “T grew up with a
dream of owning a restaurant,
and that aspiration never faded
away” he said. Given he didn't
have a hospitality management
degree, the initial days were chal-
lenging for him.

“Stepping into the hospital-
ity industry without a formal
educational background in the
field did present its share of chal-
lenges. One of the initial hur-
dles was acquiring kno
about the industry itself. I had
to invest significant time and
effort into stadying the market,
understanding customer pref-
erences, and learning about the
latest trends and best practices.

1 attended workshops, semi-
mars, and industry events to gain
insights and network with expe-
rienced professionals,’ he said.

In fact, Nag had to face
scepticism from investors and
stakeholders who questioned
his ability to succeed without a
hospitality-related degree. "How-
ever, | leveraged my engineer-
ing background to demonstrate
my capability to analyse data,
manage resources efficiently, and
ensure a smooth operational
workflow;" he said.

Kurmnar Shobhan, general
manager of Hyatt Regency Kolk-
ata, started his career as a waiter.
Despite being in the industry
for 27 years, Shobhan said there

management, and beyond. The ~ hasn't been a day he doesn't
versatility of hospitality manage-  feel excited to be a part of the
ment education opens doorsto dynamic hospitality sector.
abundant career opportunities in “This industry requires a
diverse fields,” he said. lot of passion. If you are not
The hospitality industry is passionate about talking to
rewarding but also needs a lot guest or serving a guest then
of hard work. You mightendup it becomes challenging for
working on most holidaysorbe  anybody to survive. Also, the
required to do double shifts. A hospitality industry is about
hospitality management student k. We start our day early
is thus taught to be flexible, mul-  in the morning and end very
titask and work within a team. late. But then, we also have a lot
of fun;’ he smiled.

He/she also needs to have lead-

i
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Costly higher
education a problem

The escalating cost of education is denying higher education to
students who wish to pursue it but cannot afford its prohibitive cost

aban Bhagat, from
BChand Kewari village in

Muzaffarpur district in
Bihar, works as a daily wage
labourer in the nearby town.
His meagre income barely
covers, the subsistence needs
of his family; let alone the edu-
cational aspirations of his
two sons. While his elder
son's academic journey
abruptly ended after complet-
ing Class 12, his younger
son, due to lack of money;, just
managed to get enrolled in
Class 12. “Thave tried my best
to provide-education to both
my sons, but our financial cir-
cumstances render it impos-
sible for me to bear the equiv-
alent expenses for both of
them, even for an undergrad-
uate program at an ordinary

institution,” lamented Baban. ~

Presently, his elder son, a high
school graduate, has also
become a labourer, trapped in

the same cycle of limited.

opportunities.

A recent official survey
reveals how a significant
increase in education expen-
diture in India, has placed a
substantial financial burden
on households, Particularly
for those households from
rural areas with minimal
income, educating their chil-

dren becomes a burden than
an investment, especially
when it comes to girls.
According to Pankaj Kumar,

aresident of the same village,

due to prevailing poverty,
most children can only study
up to the 10th or 12th stan-
dard. With the incréase in
enrollment and examination
fees for graduation in govern-
ment colleges, dropout rates

have further aggravated.,

Awadhesh Kumar Das who
works as a teacher in a private
school in Muzaffarpur,
emphasized that children
from economically disadvan-
taged backgrounds face sig-

nificant challenges when it -

comes to pursuing education
in fields like engineering,
medicine, or enrolling in
coaching classes for exams
like the Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC) or
Bihar  Public Service
Commission (BPSC). This
difficulty stems from the
increasing privatization of

educational institutions.

In recent times, several
reports have raised concerns
about the potential impact of
the New Education Policy on
the' privatization of higher
education, ‘]eading to
increased costs that could

make education unaffordable -

for many students. According
to a report, the National
Educdtion Policy is designed
to support a neo-colonial
economic order, " favouring
those from affluent back-
grounds while potentially dis-
criminating against the poor
and oppressed. Addressing
similar concerns, Devesh
Chandra, the former District
Councilor of Muzaffarpur,
expressed his apprehension
that the new education poli-
cy could make it increasing-
ly difficult for underprivileged
children to access higher edu-
cation. He emphasized the
need for a comprehensive
policy that ensures equal edu-
cational opportunities for all
individuals, regardless of their
socio-economic background,
On the other hand, Ajay

‘Kumar Singh, the District

Education  Officer of
Muzaffarpur, reassures that

~ the new education r()licy is

designed to provide equi-

SAPHA KUMARI

table education to everyone.
Whereas highlighting on
dropping out of girls from

higher education, Dr Shri |

Bhagw:
Professor at Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar Bihar
University, Muzaffarpur,
believes the government and
parents share equal responsi-
bility for this situation. “The
government can be held

an Rai, an Assistant |

accountable for the expensive |
nature of education, as it has |

become a major obstacle for |

girls to pursue higher educa-
tion. Additionally, parents
cannot be absolved of their
role in perpetuating gender
disparities by treating the
education of boys and girls
differently, the Professor
expressed. The escalating cost
of education has undoubted-
ly presented formidable chal-
lenges for individuals seeking
higher education, particular-
ly impacting girls. It is crucial
to recognize that girls are dis-
proportionately attected by
these financial barriers and
encounter significant limita-
tions in the absence of acces-
sible, free, and affordable
education,
(The writer is Charkha
Volunteer Trainer)
Charkha Feature

LY
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Caribbean medical degr

n recent years, there has

PIONEER (P-7),

02 JUNE 2023

ee can lead to a career in the West

Pursuung medical education in a Caribbean university is a viable route to a career in medicine in the West, although it is not without its challenges

been a significant surge in

the demand for doctors
ahd the aspirations 1o pursue
a medical carcer. However,
the available resources and
facilities have struggled to
muatch the pace of this demand,
resulting in a considerable
gap. Consequently, numerous
students have opted to relocate
1o different countries in search
of admission to medical cours-

es, as the distribution of

requirements and available
facilities remains imbalanced.

To pursue a medical career
in the USA or Canada, stu-
dents typically follow a struc-
tured path. Upon finishing
their undergraduate degree,
students are required o clear
the MCAT exarn as a prereq-
uisite for admission to medical
school. Once a student enters

IMANMTSA PURBEY

(The writer is Associate Vice

President, Student
Acquisition - International,
American University of
Antigia College of
Medicine)

- @ ®

medical school, they spend

another 4-5 years in o medical
school which would include
thir pre-clinical and clinical.
Once the student is done with
clinical rotations and graduates
from medical school, sthe
apEties for residency. Students

ubmit applications through
the MNational Residency
Matching Program (NRMP).
Depending on the specialisa-
tion they opt for, many doctors
complete
grams. in 31w 7 years.

‘To become a doctor in the
US/Canads, students have the
option o pursue a Caribbean
medical college route. This
involves setedmg a reputable
and accredited medical school
in the Caribbean and complet-
ing a 2-year pre-med pro-
gram, fol by 2 years of
pre-clinical studies. The stu-

&>

eir residency pro- .

dents then continue their clin-

ical rotations in

the

u\"fers a multitude of henefits
for_asplrm%aedica[ students
aiming to become practising
doetors in the USA, UK, and
Canada,

These advantages make
Caribbean medical schools an
appealing choice for those
seeking a top-tier education,
practical expaosure, and a
unique cultural experience.
Additionally, these medical
schools hold recognition from
esteemed internatipnal organi-
rationsike the World Health
Organization and  the
Educational Commission for
Foreign Medical Graduates,
ensuring that graduates can
practice medicine across all 50
stares in the US or in the UK,

er @

and Canada, among other
warious eountries worldwide,
Lower Financial Burden:
Studying MBBS at leading
Caribbean ‘medical colleges
generally comes at a lower cost
compared to US medical col-
leges, including both public
and private institutions, While
certain Caribbean colleges
may have costs that approach
those of US medical colleges,
the overall expenses remain
significantly more affordable.
Hassle-free Admission:
Unlike other foreign medical
universities, getting admis-
S0 Lo loplCalM:;ln mghm.l
colleges is less complex.
ﬁmu:lgiaccm credentials am
school level, you need to clear
the country-specific medical
entrance exam such as NEET
in India. Most Caribbean col-
Teges have rolling admissions

i

with three intakes- January,

May and September.
Diverse  Learni
Caribh ooy e

Commission for Foreign
Medical Graduates (ECFMG).
Such recognition empowers

re
attract a diverse student pop- . practice in diverse countries

ulation from various countries
aril cultural backgrounds. This
multicultural environment fos-
ters a rich learning experience,
promoting cross-cultural
understanding and collabora-
tion.

Gateway to the US: The

‘Caribbean region is globally

recognized for its esteemed
medical schools. These insti-
tutions hold accreditation from
lmmimnth\mmaﬂunnlﬁ-qﬁ-
nizations including the
Caribbean Accreditation
Authority for Education in
Medicine and Other Health
Professions [CAAM-HP),
World Health Organization
{WHO), and the Educational

juates to pursue medical

across the globe. International
medical graduates (IMGs)
have a vital role in the
American healthcare system,
making up 23 per cent of the
existing LS. physician work-
force, Among these IMGs, 18
per cent are graduates of
Caribbean medical schools,
indicating that approsimarely
4.5 per cent of licensed doctors
i the ULS, obtained their MD
degrees from Caribbeati insti-
Tutions.

Accredited Medical
Schoels: While chapsing a
Caribbean medical school, its
very important to check the
recognitions and accredita-
tions 1o ensure quality edu-

&

cation. Only schools that are
recognized by CAAM-HFP
and accredited by the US
Dept of Education, New York
State Education Department
and other US & Canadian
medical educat related
departments/bodies should
be chosen to ensure 2 smooth
iransition inte USA
Canada.

Pursuing i medical educa-
tn’.\n ata

1S, achievin
grades and
USMLE exam
tial for secu
an American Tesh
gram.

° d
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ESTABLISHED 1948

Stop playing politics
with school textbooks

henewly elected Congressgovernmenthasdecided

toreview the school curriculum. A similar exercise

about a year ago had led to charges that the BJP
regime then in power had saffronised textbooks. During
its previous term in office between 2013 and 2018, the
Congress government had appointed a committee un-
der eminent writer Baragur Ramachandrappa to revise
textbooks, which in turn set up 27 subject committees
with nearly 130 members. Subsequently, after Basavaraj
Bommai became the chief minister in 2019, another
committee was constituted under the chairmanship
of Rohit Chakrathirtha, a strong right-wing ideologue.
While academics questioned his credentials to head such
acommittee, the then primary and secondary education
minister B C Nagesh had said the Chakratirtha panel
would only correct certain discrepancies that had crept
into the syllabus.

Theimmediate provocation for setting up the panel was
a complaint by the Brahmin community that some pas-
sages in the social science textbooks hurt their religious
sentiments. The Chakrathirtha committee, however,
went beyond its brief and made ma-
jorchangestothe syllabusbyinclud-
ing and deleting certain chapters. [RLULLSILE
While a chapter on RSS founder K should be
B Hedgewar was added, lessons on |
social reformer Narayana Guruand insulated
freedom fighter Bhagat Singh, as @11 party
wellasworks by progressive writers,
were dropped. Recently, a group of Pfﬂmaﬂda
academics and writers submitteda *
memorandum toChief Minister Sid-
daramaiah demanding the withdrawal of what they de-
scribed as anti-Constitutional and communal textbooks
which distorted history. While assuring the delegation of
action, Siddaramaiah said the act of polluting children’s
mindsthrough textbooks andlessonscannotbe accepted.
While distortions should no doubt be corrected, it is

unfortunate that students have become pawns in the
hands of politicians whoseek to further their own agenda
through textbooks. It is high time we accepted history
in its entirety. The purpose of any revision should be to
upgrade the skills of the students. Well-known writer
Devanura Mahadeva has suggested the setting up of an
autonomous body comprising subject experts to frame
the curriculum. He believes this can prevent recurring
controversies whenever thereisachangein government.
But given how politicians have managed to compromise
the functioning of autonomous and independent bodies,
itis doubtful if Mahadeva’s suggestion will serve any
purpose. Considering that theacademic year has already
begun, anysubstantial revision of textbooksshould be put
offuntil the nextsessionso thatstudentsare not putto any
hardship. Butabove all, studentsshould be insulated from
the politics of the day, with independent experts and not

politicians deciding what they should or should nnlstudy
\ >3
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SELECTIVELY SCIENTIFIC

Lessons from Darwin?

No, thankyou

A naturalistic worldview
of scienceis a threatto
anideologically-driven
polity; Darwinism and
majoritarianism can’t go
handin hand

NAVNEET SHARMA

arwin would have never thought
that natural selection would

come to such a pass that those
who get ‘elected’ will doubt the very
idea of their own natural selection by
nature to serve the larger humanity
by being members of the legislature.
It would have helped their own argu-
mentvia social Darwinism that theyare
innately better incarnates to rule over
the country or the world.

The recent brutalisation of the
NCERT textbooks suggests otherwise,
yet when a learner asks how and why
we are on earth, the answer will come
from creationism rather than Darwin-
ism. Darwin, ina contestwith God, was
sure to lose due to his own idea of the
survival of the fittest. Probably he nev-
er realised that between science and
pseudo-science, it would be the latter
that would be fitter to survive.

The certitude of science in Darwini-
antheoryis very high; ithasundergone
extensive testing through experiments
and observations. Charles Darwin and
Alfred Russell Wallace’s theory of evo-
lution through natural selection be-
camerecognised in 1859 when Darwin
published The Origin of Species. Even
then, people who had more power and
more beliefin the divine book than sci-
ence feared the social and moral impli-
cations of this theory. The problems of
teaching natural selection to the new-

er generation are many for those who
have more faith in the status quo than
change. Natural selection is a sm_lplc
theory that asserts how populations
change through variation, inheritance,
selection, time, and adaptation,

Variation and inheritance

The members of any given species are
hardly the same. Those who oppose this
theory somehow believe that yellows,
whites, blacks, Aryans, Dravidans,
Amencans, Enghish, Palastaas, M,
s, hindoes, Chosoanes, Bealaoans,

Dalits, gays, and straights are very
differentspecies and only their ownilk
will survive, to which the proponent be-
longs. There is a fierce contest among
the people who oppose natural selec-
tionto prove that theyare the ‘fittest’ to
reproduceand survive givenany oppor-
tunity to compete. Similarly, in the mat-
ter of inheritance, those who oppose
Darwin believe that they inherited the
bestancient wisdom from their ances-
torsand hence are the truestadvocates
of endogamy and purity of bloodlines.
Whenwomen are exhorted to produce
more children to strengthen the num-
berof their religion or caste, probablyit
is the Darwinian elaboration that lurks
in the background.

1.0

Igbal wrote, Kuch dam hai ki hasti
mitati nahin hamari, sadiyon raha hai
dushman daur-e-jahan hamara (prob-
ably there is something inherently re-
silientin us thatis why we are here; oth-
erwise, the world has been against us).
Theintentofwhat Igbal wrote also has
Darwinian echoes, as it points out how
the glorious us survived despite several
invaders from the Northwest allnclr the
onslaught of European colonialism.
This may also render us incapable Ul
explaining why the OBC, SC, and 5'1
populations together are higher than
Brahmins and Kshatriyas when they
are suggestively fitter to reproduce and
survive, This explains the sinister and
conspiratorial designbehind the popu
lation explosion of certain religious and
caste communities.

Time and Adaptation

s onee o the mostpr oblemane e
o tines when we have restarted cel

ebrating the drive, namely ‘Go back to
the Vedas'and also in times of ‘righting’
all historical wrongs. We are humans
who should not adapt to the changing
times; we should rather make efforts
to go backiin time to reclaim the power
that we once had. The discourse of mo-
dernity, modern, and mass education
similarly vouched for liberty and equal-
ity and also that all of us have common
ancestryand hence belong to the same
origin. It is probably the belief in a dif-
ferent creator that implies my creator
is stronger and superior than yours,
whichimpedes believing in Darwin.

Darwin’s theory revolutionised not
only thediscipline of biology butalmost
every other discipline, beit economics,
political science, or educational theory
itself. Theidea of competition, struggle
for existence, and survival of the fittest,
though not original to Darwin's work
yetattributed to him, hasaffected every
discipline, curriculum, and pedagogy.
Removing Darwinand every reference
tohis theorization may shackle the very
foundation of many other disciplines.

Also, people with scientific tempers
would think in multi-dimensional ways,
developing their curiosity to explore
more of nature, as Darwin did. Such
anaturalistic worldview of science can
be the biggest threat to an ideological-
ly-driven polity; progressive science,
aka Darwinism, and regressive ideolo-
gy, akamajoritarianism, won't go hand
inhand. Any State thatmakes efforts ro
be hegemonic cannot tolerate people
asking questions. Three noted Darwini-
an followers (or activists) with scientific
tempers, namely Gauri Lankesh, Nag-
endra Dabholkar, and Kalburgi, were
eliminated. Theelimination of Darwin
from the textbooks will then turn oug g
be thelast straw in this polity.

There is no western science, Indi-
an science, African science, or Native
American science; SCience is just sci-
enceasitendeavours toexceed author
ity over the presumptions of any one
culture and thus l'l.'l‘l'l&lil‘l.\:l)pmt tocnn-
cism and refutation, Rejecting scicnce
in favourofa culturalsubversion ol se
ence is extremely harmful, especially
for those who take pride m proy |llll\g
Covid vaccinesto the whole wuorld l';"h
or than ‘|1‘||'HI1}:'.‘*“ ona oherae akin (T3]
sefotdel pnvaba

(The writer teaches i the '”"."’-'
of Fducation, Ceneral Uimversiey o
e liad Pradesh, Dharansada,)

Dala | O
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Jobs for the young must
be a key policy priority

conomic data published this week

turned my attention to economics,

economies, and the numbers or sta-

tistics that make up the raw mate-
rial that economists study. [ was prompted
to do so by the latest figures in the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS).

One definition of the economic analysis
that we are presented with every day is
that "it involves the choices that individu-
als, businesses, governments and nations
make to allocate resources”. But figures
are narrow and lifeless, and analysing
them through the lens of economics can
never, on its own, produce a full picture.
To make matters worse, the analy-
sis can produce a wrong picture if
it becomes a theory, such as
socialism or market economics.
India once experienced an over-
dose of socialism. It is now, as |
see it, suffering from an overdose

Mark

theories about India being a lucky country
because of its youthful population. China
and America are going to have an ageing
population. China now appreciates that its |~
economists were short-sighted when they
urged the government to take strict meas-
ures for controlling the expanding popula-
tion. As a result, the government did away
with its one-child policy recently. Two
years ago, families were told to have as
many children as they wanted.

Ram believes India’s market economics
could well turn into a disaster, The PLFS
survey | talked about earlier was head-
lined, "Urban Youth Unemployment Fall-
ing, Not Enough For Demo-
graphic Dividend”. It suggests
production hasn't expanded in
proportion to employ the youth
bulge. The survey maintains the
unemployment rate among
India’s urban youth (15 to 29)

of market capitalism. Socialism during the fourth quarter of the |
bound the economy in red tape. Tully 2022-23 financial year remained ‘
Now with the dominance of mar- .

ket capitalism, India appears to be
going down too narrow a path.

I have a [riend, Ram Gopal Aggarwal,
who has had a distinguished career as an
economist. He studied mathematical eco-
nomics at Manchester University and went
on to use that most numbers-obsessed
school of economics to build models for
India and other countries. But he found
that mathematical calculations very often
produced wrong results, so preferring to
be, as he put it, roughly right rather than
absolutely wrong, he joined the World
Bank, There, he held senior positions in
Africa, followed by China. In Africa, he saw
the harm that The Washington Consensus
-araft of policy prescriptions that institu-
tions such as the World Bank or Interna-
tional Monetary Fund often operationalise
in developing countries - can do. In China,
he saw the costs as well as advantages of
following the Chinese model of develop-
ment. Now, he has become sceptical about
economics. _

Recently, I discussed with Ram one of
the most commonly repeated economic

y N

elevated, though lower than pre-
vious quarters. This raised ques- |
tions about India’s youth divi- |
dend policies. '
There is one question that should be
asked - how will many jobs be created
when the advice to boards is often to
increase profits by cutting staff.? What
about the much-talked-about Al or artifi-
cial intelligence? Surely it will be a job
killer? Already in supermarkets, custom-
ers are encouraged to manage paying for
purchases themsell with machines that
have put cashiers out of work. There are |
forms you now have to fill in electronically |
because there is no longer any other way of |
doing it. Figures for the loss of these sorts [
of jobs could surely be signs of the problem
Ram is warming about. What he recom-
mends for India is a major expansion in
the construction sector, particularly hous-
ing, and relations with the best universities
that teach subjects such as medicine, engi-
neering, accountancy, and other profes-
sions that students might want to follow.

Fhe views r.\jn'cssrd are personal.

LSS AN KLV
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How upskilling courses help
students stay ahead of the curve

JPS Kohli

letters@hindustantimes.com

Educators and students alike
are facing a significant chal-
lenge. In this era of digital trans-
formation, the traditional meth-
ods of educating through face-
to-face classroom learning are
struggling to keep up with the
needs of employers. And stu-
dents are aware of this shift.

The October 2022 report
from the National ‘Student
Clearinghouse Research Center
(NSCRC) shows that college
enrolments have been down
year-on-year for the last three
years. However, according to
the data analyst, Arizton, the
global e-learning market is pro-
jected to grow at a CAGR of
14.22% to reach $ 475 billion by
2027. Something is clearly going
on. In 2021, Harvard Business
Review reported that, in the
previous five years, nearly one
in five (19%) American college
students felt their education
experience did not provide
them with the skills needed to
perform their first post-degree
job. With the Al revolution get-
ting into full swing, graduates
and students are therefore justi-
fiably asking themselves, “How
can | hit the ground running?”
“How do I get the applied skills
and experience employers actu-
ally want?”

Don't forget, we're talking
about technically savvy students
here. The digital natives of our
world, who intuitively know
how to work an app without
_ training. ‘They've got the conti

dence and enthusiasm to keep
up with the fast pace of change.
Their challenge now, though, is
that a give-it-a-go attitude isn't
enough as they need employa-
ble skills. This is where online
upskilling courses come to the
fore. The students of today are
very comfortable learning
online via videos, sound bites,
and well-defined learning paths.
Online courses facilitate quick
and easy access to such modu-
lar learning. And though, yes,
learners still need nudging,
upskilling courses that provide
the mentoring support required
are achieving results much
faster than traditional training.
Which is exactly what students
need to stay ahead of the curve,

This is a two-way thing, of
course. Robert Half's 2023 sal-
ary guide reports that 88% of
tech employers still say it's chal-
lenging to find skilled technol-
ogy applicants. However,
according to LinkedIn, “89% of
L&D pros agree that proactively
building employee skills for
today and tomorrow will help
navigate the evolving future of
work.” So, employers are cot-
toning on, and student appli-
cants who already have online

ONLINE COURSES
FACILITATE QUICK
AND EASY ACCESS
TOSUCHMODULAR
LEARNING VIA
SHORT VIDEOS AND
SOUND BITES

courses displayed on their
resumes will be ahead of the
crowd evidencing their tech
skills and enthusiasm.

But that's not all that stu-
dents gain by taking this proact-
ive approach to learning. A
Bankrate report quoting Gallup
found that “U.S. workers gained
an additional 8.6% in annual
income, or an average of $8.000,
after participating in upskilling
programs, as of June 2021
Those who pay for their own
skill development are at an
advantage: 15.3% of workers
who paid for their own skill
development received a salary
increase, while 5.2% of workers
whose skill development was
paid by their employer received
a salary increase.”

This all adds up to a very
promising future for learners
who take responsibility for their
own skills development. Today's
students have an amazing
capacity for digital content, and
this, coupled with the clear need
for upskilling in hot fields such
as artificial intelligence. data
science, and machine learning.
suggests online courses present
the ideal solution. This means
that learning platforms that
don't just shell out certificates.
but instead ensure students are
armed with the employable
skills and practical experience
(o get a job quickly, will make
the difference. And no one will
have to wait for a new academic
year to start to enrol.

Che author 1s founder & chairma

-

of SkeiUp Ondine
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CLAT vs other law school tests

Nitin Gaurav Srivastava

letters@hindustantimes.com

Law has emerged as one of the
most sought career options after
12th standard with a plethora of
opportunities available in vari-
ous top law firms in the country.
Emergence of world class
national law universities has
made a career in law all the
more attractive where the
brightest minds of the country
study and explore the world of
law with new lenses.

Law is no more only litigating
in a court with black robes. A
degree in law from a premier
institute opens a lot of opportu-
nities for a successful career.
Those interested in making a
good career in this field strive to
be part of prestigious National
Law Universities that provide
them with great faculty, world-
class infrastructure, accom-
plished alumni base, facilitates
good internships and most
importantly provides lucrative
placements. However, to get into
one of the top national National
Universities a candidate has to
compete with the cream inter-
ested in this field and write a
very popular exam called Com-
mon Law Admission test
(CLAT). Those writing CLAT also
appear for other law entrance
exams to make sure they end up
in a good law university with the
same preparation.

Earlier, newly formed NLUs
used to have their own entrance
examinations. However, a com-
mon platform has later been cre-
ated that gives the option to get
one of the 24 NLUs - CLAT.
Around 60 thousand candidates
appear for CLAT(UG) to get
admissions into 5 five year inte-
grated program in law from Var-
ious NI.U Campuses. Better the
rank of the candidates in the
CLAT, better the chances of
them landing into an NLU of
their preference.

There are many other Law
entrance examinations apart
from CLAT. One is AILET, for
admission into National Law
University of Delhi which is onc
of the most prestigious and high

ranked NLU with the geographi-
cal advantage of NCR. With the
Supreme Court, High Court and
most top Law Firms situated in
Delhi, it facilitates internships
and placements and gives great
exposure. Those writing CLAT
and AILET also write other
exams like SLAT which is for
Symbiosis Law School, again a
very reputed law. There is also
an exam called MHCET which is
for admissions into law colleges
situated in Maharashtra which is
also quite popular because some
of the legendary colleges like
GLC Bombay and ILS Pune,
which have produced some of
the greatest lawyers and judges
in India, are part of MHCET.
Then there are state level
entrance examinations of vari-
ous states like Kerala law
entrance examinations and also
some prestigious universities
offering BA LLB courses like
Benaras Hindu University.

Talking about the syllabus
and pattern, it is more or less the
same for all entrance examina-
tions. Since a candidate is an
aspiring lawyer his English lan-
guage, Verbal ability and Vocab-
ulary should be strong as he will
be reading and analysing judge-
ments and books. So, English
language is a common compo-
nent in all these entrance exami-
nations. Other area that is tested
is legal reasoning.

Although a12th class student
is not expected to know the intri-
cacies of Law as they have not
studied it in schools, aptitude
towards law is tested to some
extent in all the above men-
tioned entrance tests. CLAT
expressly mentions that outside
knowledge of law is not required
but a passage will be provided
and the candidate has to under-
stand and interpret the passage
to arrive at the right answer with
the help of information supplied
in the passage itsell. A good
reading habit of newspaper
helps in both these sections e
Fnglish and Legal Reasoning as
by reading editorials from main
stream newspapers candidates
getexposed o

good vocabulary and come

across legal news that helps
them comprehend the same.
Newspaper reading also helps in
Current affairs and GK section
tested in all the above-men-
tioned entrance tests. A candi-
date should be aware of the
national and international
events that happened at least till
7-8 months before the candidate
appearing for the law entrance
exams. Basic level Mathematics
is also tested which is easily doa-
ble as 8th-10th level maths ques-
tions are asked and it has the
least weightage in all the papers.
Last year there were only 15
questions of Quant out of 150 in
CLAT. Another most important
comporient of paper is Logical
reasoning that tests a candidate’s
critical and analytical reasoning
ability and could be done
through practice and common
sense.

Talking about the difficulty
level, since CLAT has the maxi-
mum number of candidates, the
competition is always neck to
neck where a single mark can
take one’s rank change a lot..
However, CLAT has 24 NLUs
participating while AILET has
only one NLU for which all can-
didates participate. So chances
of getting NLU Delhi is less in
AILET compared to getting any
decent NLU through CLAT. Also,
the difficulty level of AILET
paper is usually higher than that
of CLAT. For SLAT and MHCET
the competition is also tough but
relatively lesser number of can-
didates appear. For BHU a candi-
date has to write the CUET
exam.

With more or less a common
pattern and syllabus for all the
law entrance examinations, a
candidate can choose to (rv his
luck in multiple examinations.
Aim should be to get the best
NLU but one should be prepared
for a back up option and give the
best in all the exams that ope
appears for to get a great five-
year of campus life and a suc
cesstul career in law ahead

| anthon INGANMSIANT Course
director (UG Coupses) ) LMNLE Insti
m e
g -
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Embracing
online learning

Vinay Singh

letters@hindustantimes.com

Over the past few years, educa-
tion has experienced a notewor-
thy shift, with the advent of
online learning becoming a rev-
olutionary factor.

With the continuous
advancement of technology and
the evolving educational land-
scape, conventional classrooms
are progressively making room
for a more adaptable and easily

Bjccessible learning environ-
ment. In this article, we delve
into five compelling rationales

“that highlight the potential of
online learning to redefine the
future of education.

1
Accessibility and
flexibility

»Online learning offers unparal-
leled accessibility and flexibil-
ity. Geographical barriers are

g broken down, allowing students
from anywhere in the world to
access quality education.
Whether living in a remote area
or juggling personal commit-
ments, online learning enables
individuals to pursue education
at their own pace and conve-
nience. [ts flexibility empowers
students to balance work, fam-
ily, and other responsibilities
while acquiring knowledge and
skills.

Personalized learning
experience

Online learning provides a per-
sonalized approach to educa-
tion, catering to diverse needs
and learning styles. Unlike stan-
dardized teaching in traditional
classrooms, online courses util-
ize adaptive learning technolo-
gies, data analytics, and artifi-
cial intelligence to customize
the curriculum and teaching
methods for each student. This
tailored learning experience
enhances student engagement,
retention, and academic per-
formance.

Abundance of resources
and interactive content
Online learning harnesses the
vast resources available on the
internet. Students gain access to
an extensive range of educa-
tional materials, including
e-books, articles, videos, and
interactive content,

This wealth of resources
allows learners to delve deeper
into topics, conduct research,
and develop i comprehensive
understnding,

Furthermore, online learning
often incorporates multimedia

™ elements, such as simulations

and virtual reality, creating
immersive and engaging learn-
ing experiences.

Global collaboration and
networking

Online learning fosters global
collaboration and networking
opportunities that transcend
physical boundaries. Through
virtual classrooms, discussion
forums, and online collabora-
tion tools, students can connect
with peers and educators from
around the world.

This multicultural and
diverse learning environment
promotes the exchange of ideas
and perspectives, fostering
intercultural understanding
and preparing students for a
globalized workforce.

Collaborative projects and
group assignments conducted
online enhance teamwork and
communication skills, which
are essential in today’s intercon-
nected world.

Lifelong learning and
development

Continuous learning and pro-
fessional development are cru-
cial in a rapidly evolving world.
Online learning provides a
seamless pathway for individu-
als to engage in lifelong learn-
ing.

Professionals can upskill or
reskill themselves to stay rele-
vant in their careers, while indi-
viduals can explore new sub-
jects or pursue passion projects.
Online courses, micro-creden-
tials, and Massive Open Online
Courses (MOOCs) offer accessi-
ble and affordable options for
personal growth and profes-
sional advancement, empower-
ing individuals to adapt to
changing times.

As we embrace the digital
age, online learning is poised to
shape the future of education.
Its accessibility, flexibility, per-
sonalized learning experience,
abundance of resources, global
collaboration, and lifelong
learning opportunities make it a
powerful force in transforming
the educational landscape.
While traditional classrooms
will always have their place,
integrating online learning
offers a dynamic, inclusive, and
transformative approach to
education.

The time has come to

embrace the potential of online
learning and unlock a world of
possibilities for learncers of a1l
ages.

o

Phe author is exeeutive director wind
CEQ, Thoneson Daog
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TIMES OF

NCERT’s textbook

, 11 JUNE 2023

revisions will

hit low-income students hard

PARVATI SHARMA

Every day brings further details
of deletions from NCERT text-
books that have been ‘rational-
ised’, it is said, to reduce the aca-

' demic burden on schoolchildren
post-Covid. The rationale of the exercise is unclear
India has the dubious distinction of having had one
of the world’s longest school shutdowns during the
pandemic — almost two years — during which only
a small fraction of students could afford to attend
online classes. Despite warnings of the adverse
effects of such prolonged lack of access to schooling
— particularly on low-income students — little was
done to correct matters. It makes equally little
sense, now, for the NCERT to offer this reduced
syllabus to students after the pandemic is past:
when schools were closed, millions of children re-
ceived no education at
all; now that they are
open, they are to re-
ceive rather less than
more of it.

The specific dele-
tions are worrying, too.
Much has been written
on the removal of an
entire chapter dealing
with Mughal rule. Other
Muslim kings and dy-
nasties occupy similarly
reduced space. History
is not static by any
means,; its methods and
focus change with every
generation. If the
NCERT had chosen to
replace dynasties with
their subjects — with
the histories of every-
day people — its revi-

= 5

been further reduced

TOUGH TO DIGEST: For those who can't afford elite schools
and don't have home libraries, access to knowledge has

ing of citizens’ rights to be informed, protest and de-
mand rather than lie low, applaud and obey.

Deleting the theory of evolution from textbooks
may not seem to fit this larger idea, unless we see it
in the context of the many non-scientific (indeed,
anti-scientific) assertions that have been made by
members of the ruling dispensation. Some years ago,
a BJP chief minister claimed that ancient Indians
had invented the internet. With specific regard to
evolution, BJP MP Satyapal Singh has questioned
and refuted Darwin’s theory more than once, within
Parliament no less. It is not hard to miss the up-
per-caste Hindutva pride that animates Singh’s as-
sertion that ‘according to our culture we are children
of rishis’ — not monkeys. :

While the NCERT's deletions from science textbooks
may not have spurred as much debate as its social sci-
ence deletions, they do appear to have worried schools
much more. According to a report in The Print, sever-
al schools will continue to teach the deleted syllabus
(including proof of the Pythagoras theorem and other
concepts fundamental
to various scientific dis-
ciplines) because their
students won't be able to
compete in many en-
trance examinations
otherwise. Reporting
more recently on the
deletion of the periodic
table from the syllabus
below Class 11, HT
quotes a science teach-
er in a Delhi school
who says they will con-
tinue “teaching the pe-
riodic table to Class 10
students so that they
are well prepared when
they get to study chem-
Istry as a full-fledged
subject in Class 11".

As was the case
during the Covid pan-

sions might have
sparked a more useful, even progressive debate, But it
isn't only Muslim kings who are being excised from
textbooks, but also chapters on social movements and
people’s struggles (including agrarian movements and
struggles for the rights of forest dwellers, the Narmada
Bachao Andolan, the history of the Dalit Panthers, etc.).

The changes in science textbooks are no less trou-
bling. Charles Darwin and his theory of evolution are
no longer to be taught in Class 10 textbooks, it seems,
This deletion might appear quite arbitrary at first
glance. There is a clear pattern that connects other
deleted subjects — the Mughals, the role of the RSS
in Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, social justice
movements, and state excesses like the Emergency or
the 2002 Gujarat riots. Such deletions - u:vhqt her they
serve to purge textbooks of ‘anti-Hindu bias’ or imbue
them with pro-state feeling — dilute any understand-

W demic, those who can
aft‘ord_ 1t will continue to receive a good education
— their schools wil] continue to teach them the sci-
ence they need to get ahead, theijr homes may well
be stocked with books that explore Indian history
and society without the blinkers. For the rest how-
ever, the large majority of low-income India,n stu-
dents for whom e@ucation is a vital — sometimes
?m?clﬁ;cﬁi_n:ago(t)lﬁ zzzieving better lives, the NCERT is
e 4 tthlgh‘:.Sb to knowledge and the ability

There was a time, NCERT text

readers, when Women e ks used to tell its

.. d shudras were not allowed
to study the Vedas, That line has been ‘rationalised’,

but the control ovey educati
bu oon cucation and access to power that
it implied appears ﬂ*lghtenmgly resurgent, m

Parvati Sharmaq Is an author whose work
o |

(]

aozlw; 'hﬁfs biographies of Jahangir and Akbar
¢
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ASSAM TRIBUNE (P-6), 12 JUNE 2023

Sports development

With the North-east's first sports university, Sri Sri Anirud-
dha Deva Sports University at Chabua in Dibrugarh district
set to be fully functional in the near future, 1t should go a long
way in fulfilling a long-standing need of the region. This 1s
because Assam and the North-east have no dearth of sport-
ing talents but the problem lies in our inability to spot talents at
an early stage and groom them at the desired level. Sports
education, too, has largely remained a neglected area and the
multi-disciplinary sports complex can do a good job of enhanc-
ing sports education. The primary aim of the university is to
prepare top-tier sports scientists, physical educationists,
sports coaches, and distinguished researchers specializing
in sport psychology, exercise science, sport biomechanics,
sport medicine, sport physiotherapy and health education,
sport technology, and sport analytics —all of which are actually
an integrated whole in uplifting the overall sporting scenario.
Indeed, these have almost been unheard of areas in the State
and one expects the varsity to be a pioneer in this regard and
act as a catalyst in bringing in some much-needed transfor-
mation to the sports scenario. Additionally, the university 1s
mandated with the responsibility of directly assisting sport-
spersons by way of providing world-class mfrastructure to
train elite athletes and boosting the prospects of the coun-
try’s medal tallies in international sporting competitions. As-
sam has undoubtedly witnessed a few of its sportspersons
bringing global laurels in recent years. But the refreshing
change notwithstanding, the State still has miles to go to make
stellar performances aroutine. Another positive sign has been
that more and more youngsters are looking to sports other
than cricket, with some making a mark as well. It is for our
sports authorities to make the required interventions and
sustain the trend. Matters such as talent hunt, providing
modern training to the players, grooming next generation
players and development of sports infrastructure assume
utmost significance if we were to produce world-class sport-
spersons. Our sports federations in particular have their task
cut out. They have the onerous responsibility of hunting and

honing talent but regrettably, these have turned out to be
rehabilitation asylums for politicians and bureaucrats who use
it as their personal ficfdom. We also need a“culture” of sports
to produce world champions. This can happen when sports is
actively promoted by the authorities as a routine linked to our
daily lives. This calls for sustamed mvestment n sports mnfra
structure at different levels, e\ w6
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Reinterpreting Minute on Indian Education

12 JUNE 2023

Macaulay’s trap

A.RAGHURAMARAJU

odern  education

in India shares a

complex relation-

ship with India's

independence and
colonialism. The roots of today’s
education in India can be traced
back to the colonial era, specifically
to T.B. Macaulay. Macaulay’s Min-
ute on Indian Education played a
crucial role in shaping modern ed-
ucation and society in India. They
can also help us understand the
multi-layered relationship with our
colonial past.

Despite the underlying colo-
nial ideas, Macaulay's Minute on
Indian Education has no clear-cut
binary between the Self and the

Other — the colonial oppressor -

and the oppressed. This becomes
apparent right at the beginning
where, instead of two agencies, we
find three, forming a triangle. The
first was the British Parliament,
which sanctioned one lakh rupees
to promote Sanskrit and Arabic
in India. Second were the Indjans
who received this grant to continue
their education in these classical
languages. And third, the enigmat-
ic Macaulay and the committee ap-
pointed by the British Parliament to
make recommendations for educa-
tion in India.
Instead of supporting the British
Parliament that appointed him,
Macaulay opposed the Parliament’s
grant “for the revival and promo-
tion of literature,” which included
only “Arabic and Sanscrit litera-
ture...” He recommended introduc-
ing modern education in India and
stressed that the subjects taught in
England, such as Milton's poetry,
Locke's metaphysics and Newton's
physics, should be taught in India
too. Macaulay challenged the
British Parliament when he made a
strong case for introducing modern
education in India. This can be seen
retrospectively as a positive contri-
bution. But in doing so, Macaulay
complicated the conventional rela-
tionship between the ruler and the
ruled, An agent of the ruler himself,
he took up a position against anoth-
er agency from the ruling side.
1t must e noted that in making
this move, seen within the rian
gle, Macaulay shifts away from the
British Parliameni and fowards
the people of India. Many reject
Macaulay based on what he said
about Indian classical knnwl{.-(l_ge;
“It is, I believe, no exaggeration
to say that all the historical infor-
mation which has been collected
from all the books written in the

A. Raghuramaraju teaches
Philosophy at the Indian Institute
of Technology Tirupati
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Sanscrit language is less valua-
ble than what may be found in the
most paltry abridgements used at
preparatory schools in England.”
While Indians have reasons to feel
insulted by Macaulay's summary
dismissal, reacting emotionally
does not allow us to understand the
strategy and the politics underly-
ing Macaulay's trap. There are two
levels to this trap. At one level, it
must be conceded that Macaulay's
recommendation of modern edu-
cation for Indians is positive. As for
his opinion on Arabic and Sanskrit,
we must ask ourselves if continu-
ing traditional education was truly
desirable for modern India. How
many Indians would want to send
their children to these traditional
schools today, even if they are not
as bad as Macaulay had feared?
Education in modern ndia, espe-
cially modern science, technology,
commerce and industry, and radical
political ideals, such as democracy,
liberty, and freedom, stermumed firom
Macaulay’s Minute, The implemen-
tation of Macaulay's education
policy helped India progress faster
and cateh up with developed coun-
tries. The path initially promoted by
the British Parhament would have
stalled this progress. The explicit
clitism and the dominant patrir
chy would have Kept lower castes
and women. who constitute hall ol
the population, away from educi-
tion. In this sense, Macanlay’s pro-

posal ultimately proved to be for the
betterment of India.

However, there is also a trap
here. Following Macaulay's recom-
mendation, India opted — and right-
ly so — for modern education. But
this was tantamount to accepting
colonial rule as modern education
was equated with the British. So the
problem with Macaulay was not his
positive recommendation but the
justification for colonialism that
was deeply embedded within this
proposal.

The Indian leaders seem to have
distinguished between the content
and the carrier. They looked upon
the British as the carrier but dis-
sociated them from the content or
the knowledge they helped bring
into India. The Indians rejected the
binary belween classical and mod-
ern knowledge and made a case for
both modern and classical. This was
the inderlying formula in the wrir-
ings of Bankimchandra Chatterjee,
Swami Vivekananda, and Sri Auro-
bindo, These philosophical found-
ersof the Indian national movement
wanted modern science in conjunc-
tion with traditional spiritualism.
Novel and unprecedented, this ap-
proach resonated in the writings of
ﬂl(?:;fe madern Indian thinkers,

! wiy of  thinking was
radically different from that of
M:lcanl:n_\' who, in his doctrine o ed-
ucation, rejected any value in clas
sieal Indian knowledge and did not

consider the possibility of any de-
fect or limitation in modern knowl-
edge. However, the Indian thinkers
accepted the modern education that
was introduced by the colonisers
and, at the same time, made a case
for India’s independence.

This brings us to yet another sig-
nificant consequence of Macaulay’s
education — how it enabled India's
freedom. Winston Churchill viewed
Macaulay to be instrumental in the
“proliferation of Indian nationalist
leaders a century later.”

descriptions, the deceptions,

] and the reversals in enabling

the opposite of what was intended
need to be carefully identified and
understood in these complex Min-
utes. Dismissing Macaulay without
a clear understanding of the reali-

ties aronmnd us will be an smotional

knee-jerk reaction thai is supe;
ficiad and sentimental. But an un
qgeslioning acceptance of his ideas
without considering the in-built jus-
tifications for colonial rule in India,
too, will be dangerous.

Therefore, it is imperative to
closely study Macaulay’s Minute on
Education and analyse its different
aspects o understand modern ed-
ucation and society in India, This
15 also necessary to recognise the
novel attempt to circumvent the
trap laid by him to continue colonial
rule. K& [1>-) (o0

he triangle, the proposal, the
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igital libraries have played a
crucial role in promoting eq-
uitable access to knowledge.
They have dismantled tradi-
tional barriers that have his-
torically impeded many indi-
viduals from accessing information. The
emergence of digital libraries has made it
possible for people from diverse locations
and socioeconomic backgrounds to gain
anunprecedented wealth of knowledge.
Digital Libraries have broadened indi-
viduals’ knowledge base, cultivated new
skills and pursued educational opportu-
nities that were previously out of reach.
They have proven to be a vital tool in pro-
moting educational equity and fostering
intellectual growth on a global scale.

Bridging the global digital divide
The digital divide represents a disparity
berween individuals who have access to
digital technology and those who lack
such access, including the capacity to
use it efficiently. To mitigate this divide,
digital libraries have emerged asa

tool for providing universal access to
information.

The National Digital Library of India
(NDLI) a project under the Ministry
of Education, Government of India
provides access to over 4 million digital
resources in multiple languages. The
resources include books, journals,
audiobooks and video lectures, among
others. The platform also supports
access for users with disabilities by pro-
viding features such as text-to-speech
and sereen readers,

Disutal libraries serve as an online re-
PoSitory ot digitised resources, such as
books, journals, multiunedia and articles.
These resources are easily accessible rom
anywhere, making them invaluable in
providing information to individuals and
communities who lack access to physical
libraries or information centres.

Digital literacy was a key element in
closing the digital divide in India, accord-
ing 1o a 2017 study by KPMG India and
Google. About 26% of internct usersin bn-
dia are women and about 17% come from
rural arcas. Digital libraries have the po
tential to significantly inerease informa
tion access for marginalised communines
while enhancing digital litcracy.

Empowering communities
Digital libraries can facilitate collab-
oration among researchers, scholars
and students from different parts of

Virtualllibraries have made access to
knowledge easy while the global digital
divide is growing, writes Tarun Arora

DECCAN HEARLD (P-11), 13 JUNE 2023

the world. They can share
information, work on joint
projects and advance
knowledge in their
respective fields. This
can lead to the de-
velopment of new
technologies
and solutions
that can
benefit
society.

The
Dig-
ital
pe—
Empow-
erment Foundation
(DEF) is an initiative in
India that aims to provide
digital access to under-
served communities. [t
has established community
information centres (CICs) that allow
for digital access to resources, including
the National Digital Library of India
(NDLI). Additionally, these centres
offer training on how to effectively use
digital resources and technologies.
Consequently, these initiatives have
proven to be effective tools for bridging
the digital divide.

Digital libraries provide equal access
toknowledge, particularly for individuals
from disadvantaged backgrounds, offer-
ing a vast range of resourees to enhance
skills and knowledge. They open new
doorsfor successin thedigital era, making
it possible foreveryone 1o benefit from the
transformation of learning.

- -

User privacy in the digital age

w hile the usc of digital libraries con-
TIinues o grow, there is a pr u.'ishlg need
to ensure that the privacy of users is
protected, With the potential for dagy
profiling and rracking. there is a risk
that individuals' reading habits could
be used for purposes thatviolate their
privacy and human rights.

To address such concerns, it 1s essen
tial o implement data protection liws
o ensure that the data collected by dig
ital braries remains privite and is not
wsed for purposes other than providing,
aceess w educional resources. The
taws would also cosure thatindividuals
have control over then dara and can
choose what they wint to share with
third parties,

i

T < ——
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 Toaddress privacy concerns, librar-
ies can implement privacy policies and
conduct regular security audits.

Democratising knowledge access
Digital libraries have revolutionised
access to knowledge, providing anin-
clusive platform for people to access in-
formation irrespective of their location
or status. Unlike traditional libraries,
digital libraries do not require physical
space or resources, allowing them o
offer a vast collection of materials. This
has made it possible for individuals, par-
ticularly those inunderdeveloped areas,
to aecess an abundance of knowledge.

A 2021 survey conducted by OCLC,
aworldwide library cooperative,
examined the impact of the Covid-19
pandemic on academic library usage.
Thie survey revealed a sigr N rise in
the use of digital resources in academic
libraries, with e-books and online jour-
nals being the most accessed materials,

American Library Association (ALA)
sased woreport in 2020 strongly ad-
wing intellectual freedon and eyual
aceess o information and has published
miny statements, The ALA's core values
inchudeacommitment todiversity, equity,
andinclusionand the organisation works
to promute these values in ibraries and
library services,

Astechnology evolves, digital libraries
will continue w be erincal drivers in the
global elfort to democratise ki wledge
and eosore equal access winformation
forall,

(The wuechor 15 the founder of ¢ digital
{ibrary placfuor )

rel
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 13, 1973

Need to evaluate books
to promote integration

New Delhi, June 12: The committee of
educationists and student leaders has
recommended a continuous evaluation of
textbooks in order to ensure that material
prejudicial to national integration is eliminated.
Several recommendations relating to further
expansion and strengthening of national
integration programmes have been made by the
committee which concluded its daylong meeting
yesterday. The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi inaugurated the meeting and the
Education Minister, Prof. Nurul Hasan, presided.

A recommendation of the committee was that
a large amount of literature should be published
and disseminated which would strengthen and
promote the concept of national integration. “In
this context, there should be a continuous
evaluation of textbooks in order to ensure that
material prejudicial to national integration is
eliminated.” According to the recommendations,
national integration programmes already under
implementation should be further strengthened
and expanded. “Besides the entire programme
should be given more depth and concreteness
through a variety of curricular and
extra-curricular programmes.”
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ow long does
it take for a
plastic bottle
to decom-
pose?” asked
the teacher to a class full of chil-
dren and parents at a monthly
parent-teacher meeting. The

C

one startled and gave each other
a look of shock. The next ques-
tion was, "How much plastic
waste is generated in Delhi
alone?" The answer: According to
an assessment carried out by the
Dethi government's environment
department in 2020, Delhi gen-
" erates 1,060 tonnes of plastic
f waste every day, explained the
. feacher. A group of parents and
| children stood up to commit to
| using cloth bags and reusable
. water bottles, along with motivat-
. ing their peers to adopt sustain-
able practices as small as these:
Children are the most vulner-
| able to the effects of air pollution
and environmental changes. They
are also the ones who will inher-
it the planet, so we must listen to
| their voices and empower them
to be agents of change. Indias
environmental challenges are
extensive, encompassing air and
water pollution, scarcity of food
and water, inadequate waste man-
agement, and biodiversity loss.
One promising avenue lies in
empowering children, who pos-
sess a unique perspective dand
untapped potential to contribute
to environmental solutions. As
futyre custodians of the planet,
they will bear the burden of
environmental degradation, By
involving children as stakehold-
ers in decision-making process-
es and policy discussions, their
creativity, innovative thinking,
and passion can be harnessed to
shape a sustainable future.
However, empowering children
goes beyond tokenistic gestures;
it requires meaningful participa
| tion, genuine inclusion of their
perspectives, and the protection
of their rights. Adoption of inno-
vative approiaches is ll'itt:dt‘d o
engage children in the journey to
build their stewardship tor the
planet and do what 15 best for
themselves, their homes, and the
community around them.
Through initiatives like Mera
| Planet Mera Ghar, children have
{acljve]}' engaged with environ

—

answer: 500-700 years left every-.

mental concerns to adopt sus-
tainable practices and influ-
ence the community and pol-
icymakers, thus exemplifying
a paradigm shift in recogniz-
ing children'’s agency in envi-
ronmental stewardship. This
initiative is making significant
strides in empowering chil-
dren and amplifying their
voices on environmental con-
cerns in their communities.
Through surveys, interactive
activities, science-based exper-
iments, workshops, and com
munity events, the initiative
provides children with a plat-
form to build environmental
stewardship, express their
views, and develop a decp
understanding of environ-
mental challenges and their
implications. However, gen-

uine empowerment requiresa -

comprehensive approach that
enconipasses educational
reforms, policy changes, and
collaboration among media,
civil society organizations, the
government, and, most impor-
tantly, the citizens of India,
Along with this, there is an
acute need to engage children
whc'rr Ille Ve '.mi cmpowur
them to take immediate steps
so that they can make senge of
therr environment and adopt
sustainable behaviour as a life-
long practice. By incorporating

PIONEER (P-6), 13 JUNE 2023

BY
INCORPORATING
ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION INTO
CURRICULA AND

PRIORITISING
CHILDREN'S
PARTICIPATION IN
DECISION-MAKING
PROCESSES, INDIA
CAN BUILD A
SUSTAINABLE
FUTURE

Engage children 1n
environmental 1ssues

Schools should incorporate environmental education into their curricula,
fostering a sense of environmental stewardship from an early age

» - ey

environmental education into
curricula, prioritizing chil-
dren’s participation in deci-
sion-making processes, and
creating platforms that ampli-
fy their voices, India can un
lock the full potential of em-
powering children and build-
ing a sustainable future. To
ﬂlﬁy realize the potential of
empowering children as envi-
ronmental stakeholders,
broader systemic changes are
necessary. Educational institu
tions should incorporate envi-
ronmental education into their
curricula, fostering a sense of
environmental stewardship
fronm an early age o cnable the
adopiion ol behaviours lor
sustainable practices.

Campaigns like 'Mera Pla
net, Mera Ghar' have shown
tremendous potential in enga-
ging children in environmen-
tal issues and promoting sus
tainable practices. Through
science-based expeniments,
interactive workshops, and
multimedia content, the cam
paign educates children about
theenvironment and empow
ers them to become agents of
change. N

The involvement ol local
leaders, parents, and NGO
partners ensures that chil
dren's voices are heard, and
their demands are taken ser

SONALI KHAN

ously. The campaign's success
in reaching millions of people
through social media phi-
forms and generating signifi
cant engagement highlights
the importance of collaborative
efforts between various stake-
holders. While empowering
children and incorporating
environmental education inio
the curriculum are important
steps, it is crucial to acknow!-
edge the limitations and poten
tial Jdrawbacks of suco
approaches.
Decision-making proces
es should balance childrens
involvernent with their age
JP]”’“}‘FE-I[E understands gl
comples environmental issues
Short-term campaigns ma
fail to bring aboul Lasting
behavioural change or signi!
icant policy shifts. Foviron
mental challenges requIre suis
tained and systemic change:
'h_'“_ 80 beyond awarencss
r_dl-'iil'l;;_:llld educational 4
tives. Therefore, i1 s crucnl
complement these efioris v il
comprehensive policy reformts
nvestment in infTasiruiuie
and stronger regulations ¥
address the root causes ©
chvironmental j)i’ohh‘m‘
I The writer is Manpiagary
[rustee, of Sesame Works!
India Trust. Views o :
. ure the person!
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Falling school enrolment

The decline in enrolment in government schools from
75 lakh students in the preceding academic year (2021-
99) to 70 lakh in the current (2022-23) is an indication of
the lack of faith of a vast segment of the State’s populace in
the public education system. While the Education Minis-
ter has sought to play down the issue by attributing the
same factors such as clearing of duplicate enrolment from
the database, removal of long absentee students from the
database, and wrong reporting by some schools, there can
be no distraction from the reality that people — including
from weak financial background - are increasingly opting
to send their wards to private sector schools despite the
burden of steep fees. The removal of long absentee stu-
dents itself points to the incidence of school dropout. All
this warrants the authorities to have a relook at the lacu-
nae plaguing government-funded education and rectify
the problem areas. Years of neglect have severely imped-
ed the educational environment in these public schools, as
corroborated by their uninspiring performances in board
exams and the growing preference of parents for private
schools. That the qualitative aspects of learning in many
government schools are poor has been laid bare time and
again by successive annual ASER education reports, es-
pecially in the rural areas. Unfortunately, the kind of re-
sponse that the authorities ought to have made in the face
of such a dismal scenario remains conspicuous by absence.

A plethora of ills — concerning teaching as well as infra-
structure and a sound academic environment — presents a
rather pathetic picture of our education system and raises
serious long-term concerns about the system. Infrastruc-
ture deficiencies are particularly glaring in our schools, with
many lacking basic facilites such as provision for drinking
water or girls’ toilets. A majority of the schools in the region
do not have library books available. Private schools in the
State are now indubitably an integral component of the edu-
cation system and expanding rapidly. But the government
cannot abdicate its responsibility to check the downward
slide of the schools run by it. A thorough revamp of the
government schools with thrust on improving the teaching
standards and infrastructure creation is an urgent need.
Training of teachers, too, should figure prominently in the
revamp strategy. There should also be qualitative tests and
the better performing schools should be incentivised. Ef-
fecting some much-needed changes m the government
schools in terms of quality teaching and some special em-
phasis on the learning of English should be the area of the
government’s single-minded focus. It would also do well to
take a leaf out of the functioning of government schools in
Delhi where the government has done a splendid job in
revamping public education. In Assam too, the Assam Jatiya

Bidyalay has maintained an enviable record of qualitative
teaching and 1s meeting the overall personality develop-
ment needs of its students for the past two decades. The
Lm\jt can well learn from the expenence of the school and
pit in place a sinular arrangement for the schools under it.
—————— w7

/
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School dropout
rateisworrying

!Ie higl_'n dropout rates in schools in several states,
including Karnataka, during 2020-21, as revealed

by data from the Ministry of Education, isa matter

of concern when the education sector is considered to
be recovering from the damage caused by the Covid
pandemic. Karnataka, with a dropout rate 0f14.6%, is in
the company of states like Bihar and Gujarat, which had
dropout rates higher than the national average 0f12.6%.
Bihar had the highest rate at 20.7%, followed by Assam,
Meghalaya, Punjaband Andhra Pradesh. Uttar Pradesh
also had high dropout rates. The New Education Policy
(NEP) has set the goal of achieving 100% Gross Enrol-
ment Rate (GER) in schools by 2030. The continuing
high dropout rates in many states will make it difficult to
achieveit. Even the national dropoutrate of 12.6%is high.
Karnataka has to seriously deal with its high dropout
problem. Indications of the high numbers of dropouts
and out of school children were already available. The
state government told the High Court last year that over
a million children were out of schools and Anganwadis
in the state. The figures were based on a door-to-door
survey done across the state on thedirections of the court
inresponse toa 2013 PIL which had

soughtactiontobringbackchildren =
who have dropped out of schools. B4 11114
That shows that the problem is not

of recent origin. There have been address issue

other surveys also that showed the R{THE({]
every child

high dropout rates. According to
otherreportslastyear, the retention
level of students was 87%at the ele- LI
mentarylevel, 78%at thesecondary

level and a poor 46% at the higher comple_tes
secondary level. This meant that education
over 50% of the studentswhojoined = —

the first standard did not complete
their school education. Earlier this year, there were also
reportsthat 3.7 millionstudentsin thestatedid not make
it to the college level as they dropped out at the school or
pre-university level. )
This is a major challenge for the new government. The
previous government was perhaps more .lnt.eregred.ln
changing thesyllabus and other controvers |_a‘] issues ‘thu‘m
in addressing issues like the dropout rate. T'he _rt'm-ml}a‘.
which may evenvary from dism’cr_ to ;i:smct. n-:c-j'd to be
found out. Poverty, persistence ol cl_l]]t_:l labour, spurt in
child marriages, the low number of lugh_sghnu]s fL:tu1.|:
paredto primaryand middlesche ols, poor Iltll‘;:uf( |_‘\|-L ll‘lr. ¢
and facilities like toilets and even the difficult h.\’]_l-l_bk_'-“l-“‘
the high school level have been cited as T‘C:ll_xa_nj? iIm lii:l
high dropout levels, These need to be ;l{.[ttl essed :qu !
should be ensured thatall childrenarecni olled nschools
and that they complete their cducation. \&*( -
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Educational hub

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma's assertion ahout
t:ransfomung Assam into an educational hub in eastern India
18 welcome, But the path for the desired transformation will
be an arduous one and overcoming the challenges will re-
quire a vision backed by sincerity, perseverance and hard
work. The overall education system in the State from school
to h1gher education level is plagued by a plethora of ills and
removing the constraints calls for sustained focus. As of
now hardly any of the State’s universities figures among
the country’s top hundred and that itself indicates where
the lacunae lie. As everything begins from scratch, it would
also be interesting to know what the government is plan-
nmg torevamp the public school education system, which is
in complete dlS&.leY largely because of the lack of attention
by it. We also need to ponder why we are not able to produce
successful candidates in all-India recruitment examinations,
especially the prestigious IAS and allied services. More
* than loud utterances, a sincere and long-term approach tak-
ing into account the ground realities is what we need. Aside
from government initiatives, student organisations like the
AASU can also think of making meaningful interventions
in this regard. In the recently concluded NEET-2022 re-
sults, the Ajmal Super 40 students have repeated their
brilliant feat once again in the all-India medical entrance
examination, with over 240 of its candidates qualifying.
Can the government and the AASU think on similar lines?

The Chief Minister has set a rather ambitious goal of
propelling 50 per cent of the State’s universities into the
top hundred varsities of the country. A varsity in order to
rank among the best will have to be mindful of achieving
excellence on many fronts. A wide gamut of issues such
as curricular aspects, teaching-learning and evaluation,
research, consultancy and extension, infrastructure and
learning resources, student support and progression, gov-
ernance and leadership, and innovative practices will serve
as the basis for assessing an institution’s worth as a leader
in the academic domain. A reality check makes it clear that
college and higher education in the State has miles to goto
reach the desired standards of excellence. Education is
passing through a period of transition, which demands a
greater level of dynamism, professionalism and discipline
on the part of those imparting and managing education. If
we look at the leading universities of the world, academic
excellence together with fundamental research has played
a vital role in shaping their hallowed stature. The contrast
with our universities is too stark to merit any elaboration.
The State government, too, has done precious little for
expansion and consolidation of higher education over the
decades. In sharp contrast to the transformations taking
place in the sphere of higher education worldwide, it has
remained largely stagnant with little thrust accorded on
bringing in contemporary, professional courses that can
keep pace with an inc lumnglv compe titive job market as
also the much needed imnovations i matters of imparting
caucation. Also conspicuous hy thoir absence have been
rescarch and collaborative endeave lll!':. B \ 5 | , t
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Invest in schools to
help India’s children

too many young people don't attain

what was envisioned for them. Even in
the best-performing countries, including
Japan and Finland, around one-fifth of
15-year-olds do not reach minimum profi-
ciency levels in reading, mathematics, and sci-
ence. Globally, six out of 10 children and ado-
lescents are not achieving minimum profi-
ciency levels in reading and mathematics, For
the first time in history, we have more non-
learners in schools than out-of-school chil-
dren worldwide. In India, between 2017 and
2021, average language scores for 5th graders
on the national assessment declined, which is
indicative of learning disruption due to Cov-
id-19 and warrants a concerted effort. It is
imperative that we invest in our children in a

ocieties around the world recognise
S that the future lies in children, but far

manner that makes them engaged learners
and responsible citizens.

The National Education Policy provides a
much-needed direction by making universal
foundational literacy and numeracy
(FLN) in primary schools by 2025
the goal. The tall task ahead of us is
to achieve the target for almost 43.7
million children studying in classes
1 to 3, which entails working with
two million teachers in almost 1.2
million primary schools, Appropri-
ately, the government launched the
National Mission on Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy (NIPUN) in
2021, A five-tier (national-state-district-block-
school) implementation approach was estab-
lished, envisaging roles and responsibility
with the various stakeholders involved. A lot

Sahjay
Kumar
———  Holistic Advancement (NISHTHA)

HINDUSTAN TIMES, (P-12), 17 JUNE 2023

of space was provided to states and Union Ter-
ritories for formulating stage-wise action-
plans based on the gaps identified. A natural
corollary to NIPUN Bharat was Foundational
Learning Study (FLS), a large-scale bench-
marking study undertaken by the National
Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) in March 2022 in which 86,000 Class
3 students from 10,000 schools participated. A
policy linking methodology was implemented
for the first time to arrive at the benchmarks
in literacy and numeracy under FLS. Any mis-
sion is unachievable until our foot
soldiers (teachers) are provided with
appropriate ammunition (capacity

: building exercises). Quality learning
3 entails well motivated and qualified
" teachers. For this purpose, Di gital
Infrastructure for Knowledge Shar-
ing (DIKSHA) and National Initiative
for School Heads' and Teachers'

have been leveraged. The DIKSHA
platform contains various resources for con-
tinuous professional development of teachers
so they can create an age-appropriate environ-
ment through play, interactions, stories, art,

craft and music, toys, and games.

Apart from resources for teachers, resour-
ces for children in 13 languages were launched
by education minister Dharmendra Pradhan
in 2022, Jadui Pitara, as it's called. includes
worksheets, playbooks, puzzles, posters, flash
cards, and other materials that embody the
local culture, social context and languages.
and is intended to arouse interest and meet
the varied requirements for students at the
foundational stage.

FLN is a critical part in the agenda of the
G20 Education Working Group (EAWG).
Three EAWG meetings on different themes
have been organised and the fourth and final
one will be held on ensuring FLN, especially in
the context of blended learning. We are aware
of the Herculean sk ahead but as a nation we
cannot fail our children. We need to putall our
resources together and wilor our responses
accordingly. American philosopher Frederick
Douglass once said, “It is easier to build upa
child than it is to repair broken men.” We
firmly believe in this.

Sarjay Kumar is Union school educarion secretary
"“\\"\\\'}/ The views expressed are personal
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POWER TO PONDER

ew things are more damaging

than rote learning. It does not

expand the learner’s universe or
inspire the child’s imagination. But
this has become the predominant sys-
tem in school education, teaching few
students to think independently and
creatively. At such a time, the decision
of the Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examination to increase
the number of critical or analytical
questions and to emphasise the ap-
plication of concepts for purposes of
deeper understanding is more than
welcome. Although the
council’s long-term
plan is to change, grad-
ually, some questions
into analytical ones
from middle school on-
wards, schools are plan-

An examination
board is planning
to mtroduce
questions to train

a vicious cycle — the examination sys-
tem, teaching practices, the perceived
indispensability of coaching all turn
one upon the other. First-generation
learners may need the extra help, and
that, too, should be provided by the
school. But unless teachers have secu-
rity, respect, teacher-like responsibili-
ties — not counting midday meal eggs,
for example — and acceptable work en-
vironments, reasonable solutions will
remain elusive. For better-off families,
ambitions for the children and aspira-
tions for better lives drive the cycle, af-
fecting not just the qual-
ity of education but the
culture that emanates
from it.

How the plan is im-
plemented would be
crucial. The CISCE has

ning to train childrenin  students in critical professed its adher-
this new approach from (O P L e ence to the National
the lower classes. This thlnku?g,‘lt alme  paycation Policy 2020
would require a reori- whenitisonthe  inmaking the decision:
entation for students, wane experience  indicates

teachers and guardi-

that the way the NEP's

ans in different ways.

Critical thinking would be the best
preparation for higher studies as well
as for competence in different kinds
of work. Conceptual clarity through
application would be linked to the
children’s experiences; there are few
better ways to encourage life skills and
creativity.

The plan is a reason for hope when
independent thinking seems on the
wane. It is not the attacks on certain
opinions or analyses that is at issue
here, or the silencing of dissent and the
eager echoing of dominant points of
view. The power to think and question,
to explore and experiment, itself has
been undermined through the practice
of rote learning. Tutorial homes flour-
ish in this situation, exacerbating the
evil of thoughtless regurgitation. It is

promises are fulfilled is
often rather different from what the
promises seem on paper. There has
been a dumbing down of culture not
just because of fear but also — at least
partly — because of flaws and growing
inequalities in the education system.
Any sign of sharpness — of thinking,
analysing, arguing, dissenting, even
laughing — is bluntly attacked, which
is predictable for a regime that bull-
dozes through its decisions in a dem-
ocratic Parliament. Education must
be regimented as bluntly, not just in
method but also in content, by distor-
tions in history and science to suit the
ideology of the present government.
Dullness is all. A change in approach
in school-teaching could rescue a
whole generation it 1t happens the
way it has been promised. \o
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Piecemeal

g

approach?

l.)espz' te explicit focus and tit bit measures, unemployment, as an
mtracta-ble problem, persisted through the plan periods without
any directional improvement: the focus should have been on

devising an overarching employment policy

KRISHNA GUPTA

nthelastarticle, we discussed
the conceptual issues regard-
ing unemployment, such as
the data sources, types and
measurements of unemployment,
and how the issue was addressed
in the first six five-year plans. In
this article, we will take up the
discussions in the next six plans,
beginning with the seventh plan.

Unemployment during
7"-8" plans

The seventh plan {1985-90)
admitted that economic growth
alone would not lead 1o “trickle
down' of the benefits, and spe-
cific and targeted programmes
for employment generation were
necessary. The plan also stated
that there was no need to be skep-
tical of the latest technology, and
that this should be accepted: what
needed 10 be done was adapting,
training and relraming so that
no jobs were Jost. The plan also
gave equal importance to wage
and self-employment schemes,
As per the 38% round of NSS, the
backlog of unemployment {for the
5+ age group) at the beginning of
the seventh plan was estimated
at 9.2 million, and another 39.38
million would join the labour
force duning the plan. Hence, the
required empluyment generation
during the plan was 48.58 mil-
lion. It was expected that 40.36
million jobs would be generated
through various schemes like
NREP RLEGP and [RDP These
would anse manly inagriculure,
irmigation, small-scale mdustries,
housing, transport and the rural
non-farm sector

The eighth plan [ 1992-97) was
implemented even as the massive
ceunommic reforms were unfolding
anel hiberalisation was under way

The 5_-..|r,5\-d-.l.uph--lm!hcmghlh
plan was (o treal cripliyment
and cconomic prowth together
sl Lo foeus et only on creat

i Jolis bl alse b rane produc
vty ol exsting employment
In the context of the ecunomn
relurms, the impact ol variobs

e anad labeour pob

conipluyinent woulid have

ket i pnd in particu
iy wionld have

|
i fraendly

tn he minre e
I vermon od puan s o e
ployed, there was ainfistoa T
the earlier plan, e hack |
unermployed ot th Tigs ol
tive crphih plan wa ol

wan, 45 per the p NS

Wit an adidithon ol

the labour force during the plan
period (1992-97), the number of
jobs required would be 59 mil-
lion. Another 36 million would be
added during 1997-2002, making
the number of jobs required over
the ten-year period 1992-2002 to
be 94 million. This translates to
an employment growth of 4 per
cent per annum if the goal of pro-
viding employment to all is to be
achieved by the end of the eighth
plan, and around 3 per cent per
annum if it Is to be attained by
20000 AD. The sectors where
these jobs were to be generated
are: agriculture, through increas-
ing land and labour productivity
(more irrigation, more cropping
intensity ete.); animal husbandry,
and land and forests in the agri-
culture and allied sectors. Other
sectors where jobs would have to
be found are the rural non-farm
sector, large and heavy industry,
medium and small-scale industry,
transport and communications.
In the ninth plan (1997-
2002), it was recognised

an § per cent growth rate, only 30
million jobs were possible to be
generated, which would leave the
unemployment rate (number of
persons unemployed per 100 per-
sons) at 9,79 per cenl at the end of
the plan, which would be higher
than the 9.21 per cent at the begin-
ning of the plan. It was suggested
that additional jobs could be gen-
erated with some modifications
in strategy, and that additional
Jjobs would come from agriculrure
and animal husbandry, small and
medium enterprises, rural non-
farm sector and social sectors like
education and health. As it turned
oul, as per the 1% round of NSS
for 2004-05, employment growth
in the tenth plan improved over
the previous period. During 1999-
2000 to 2004-05, about 47 million
work apportunities were created
as compared to only 24 million
in the previous period 1993-94 to
1999-2000. During this period.
the government set up the Mon-
tele Singh Ahluwalia task force
on employment oppor-

that a bulk of the labour tunities in 2001,
force had low;d&:ca There Th; re;iaort was
tion levels, and the sharply criti-
focus was on the has been r:'ls:‘:i‘becauge
growth of sectors a renewed it failed to out-
w.hs:h could pro- emphasis on skill line a work-
vide maximum d | 5 able strategy to
employment to evelopment in achieve the tar-
such people. At the last few get of 100 muil-
the same time, there ears lion jobs in the
was a need to raise Y next year, se1 by

the education and skill
levels of the workforce. The plan
document also admitted that the
problem of providing jobs was
proving undaunted because of
the rise in the labour force on the
one hand and “a secular down-
ward pressure on the emplayment
intensity of the grawth processes”
Based on the labour force par-
ticipation rates, it was estimated
that the labour force would rise
by 52 mullion in the mnth plan
(this was a revision from the ear-
lier projections of this period in
the eighth plan), 58 million in
the tenth plan and 35 million in
the eleventh plan. The ninth plan
also estimated that 416.2 mullion
jobs would be generated dur-
ing the plan, which would bring
down the unemployment rale
to 166 per cent from the 1.89
per cent of the eighth plan, and
would fall further Lo 0086 per cent
in the tenth plan, The ninth plan
alser underlined two important
stres related o ungmployment:
the need o rase the education
and skill Tevels _-.1.rf'||\~|l.||1\'n|||n
apriculture andd allied sectors, and
the necd for providing security of
empliyment o casu il waorkers
I the tenth plan (200022007}
anemplopment was recognised
peiiist prob

s ome ol 1w
lemin, The dis et st atend
the aclditien te the Tabour Turcy
i the tenth plan a1 Yy
I ar tlie Beannimng

sl

o the tenidy plan wis als
Ve sl Thits, 20 malluem gebs
el tii b

funthi AN, 1

vr e durr
assurming

o U Y

the then prime min-
ister. It relied predominantly on
the private sector involvement in
agriculture and industry to gen-
erate these jobs. A special group
for the same job was set up under
the noted economist SP Gupta in
September 2001, which found that
jobs had fallen in the 19%0s, and
that the organised sector’s abality
to generate jobs had come down 1o
zero due to rising capual intensity
and policies like ‘rightsizing! The
special group suggested that the
focus should shift to the unorgan-
wsed sector, where labour-intensity
15 higher. [n the prganised sec-
tur, only finance, education and
health hud posiive enployment
elastcines
The eleventh plan {2007-2012)
document noted that while total
employment rose in the tenth
plan, the labour force grew even
faster, which raised the unem
ployment rate The backlog atthe
heginning of the eleventh plan
was estimated at shout 35 milhon,
and with another 45 mullion adds
s1on o the labour furce (this was
tevised down trom the 52 mil
Tiom i the Approach Paper tothe
eleventh plan). wial b require
ments were 57 mdbon However
the Approaach Paper called o
the e tomillien jobis

. seated 1t 38
o ol woulid be created It

was estumated that pol

ranillae PUring. senstt

transpUrt & cormnniinieatins

B ]

and services such as IT, tourism,
healthcare, education, banking,
insurance, retail and media. As
it turned out, the rate of unem-
ployment declined from 8.3 per
cent in 2004-05 to 6.6 per cent in
2009-10, and in this respect, the
eleventh plan was a success.

The twelfth plan (2012-17),
again emphasised the need for
faster inclusive growth so that
poverty and unemployment
could be addressed. IT set a goal
of 50 million additional jobs
and skill training and certifica-
tion of another 50 million peo-
ple through various institutions
such as Industrial Training Insti-
tutes (ITls). Export of products
of employment-intensive indus-
tries was also suggested as a mea-
sure to generate additional jobs.
The Approach Paper to the twelfth
plan laid a strong emphasis on
skill development, and suggested
a sharp increase in jobs in man-
ufacturing so that the surplus
labeur expected from the rural
and agricultural sectors could
also be absorbed. This would
require a step up in skill develop-
ment and simplifying regulatory
measures in areas of labour, indus-
tnal disputes and social security of
organised and unorganised sector
workers. Employment-generating
sectors identified in the twelfth
plan were: textiles and garments,
leather and foorwear, gems and
jewellery, food processing indus-
tries, handlooms and handicrafts.

Conclusion

Unemployment has been an
immense challenge and intrac-
table problem through the plan
years. Not only have there been
conceptual and statistical prob-
lems, the targets in various plans
have been largely artificial and
unachievable In terms of better
statistics. the Penodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS) has begun
from April 2017, which gives an
update on urban unemployment
every three months und rural and
urban unemplovment every vear
There has also been a renewed
emphasis on skill devel opment
in the last few vears, which 1s
cvpected 1o provide additional
Jobs and rase labour productiv-
ity In the rural areas, the wage
emplovment scheme, Mahatma
Gandhi Natonal Rural Employ
ment Guarantee Act (MGN
REGA) continues to be an
important source of entployment
All i all, mrany correct bits and
preces have been put in place, but
therg 1= a luch of an overarching
emplovmient policy oF sirates
Aduttend v the problenm is

s wi
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ECONOMICS TIMES (P-10), 19 JUNE 2023

Go Forth, HT-—IIM But
Careful of Your Brands

ThellTs and IIMs are India’s top-notch higher-education insti-
tutions. Aseat ineitherisalmostlikeapodium finish in the Oly-
mpics. Their entrance tests are so tough that they have spawn-
ed a multi-crore tutorial ecosystem. With blockbuster brand
value, recall and reputation, both brands are seeking opportu-
nities totap thelucrative foreign market. These stepsarein line
with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

The ‘internationalisation of education’ plan outliried in it inc-
ludes three reforms — foreign universities toset up campuses
in India, Indian universities to set up campuses abroad, and
twinning, dual-degree and joint-degree¢programmesat Indian
universities in collaboration with foreign varsities. African
and Gulf nations, Thailand and Vietnam
areamong potentialdestinations for Indi-
anuniversities for offshore campuses. Whi-
leIIT Delhiis considering settingupa cam-
pus in the UAE, IIT Madras is exploring
optionsinSriLanka, Nepaland Tanzania.
IIT campuses are also in the pipeline in
Egypt, Thailand, Malaysia and Britain.

These go-global plans have been in the works since 2015 and
are welcome. But these institutes lack adequate faculty stren-
gth, which can upset the new plans. May 2023 Gol datashow that
over 6,000faculty posts are vacant at central universities, 4,500
in II'Ts and 496 in [IMs. While India churns out almost 25,000
PhDsannually and overamillion postgraduates, [IMs, lITsand
other top institutions fail to find enough qualified candidates
tohire,atimely reminderthat India’s higher educationsystem
faces severe quality issues. While going ahead with their plans,
II'Ts and II1Ms must factor in this reality, and ensure the brand

expansion doesn’t end up harming the motherships. 6,\\\'\\\0 y

rd
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Salil Sahadevan

ou used Google

Maps 1o navigate

your way around

the town last week.
On another occasion, may be,
you sketched something on a
piece of paper to explain a
concept to a friend. These are
mental models in action. Just
like maps and diagrams or-
ganise information visually,
mental models do so in your
mind. They are simplified re-
presentations of how things
work.

Unconsciously, we rely on
mental models even when
choosing what to wear each
morning. These cognitive
shortcuts significantly shape
our daily decision-making.
Just imagine how difficult it
would be to learn the posi-
tions of the sun and other pla-
nets without a model of the
Solar System. Mental models
serve as frameworks that en-
hance understanding, facili-
tate comprehension and ena-
ble us Lo grasp new conceps
by integrating them with ex
isting knowledge. Evolving
from experiences, observa-
tions, and learning, mental
models come in  various
forms like diagrams, analo-
gies, or step-by-step methods.

The works of Edward de
Bono, Daniel Kahneman, and
recently the tweet streams by
Naval Ravikant all highlight
the usefulness of mental mo-
dels in life. Despite their prac-
tical value in student lives,
mental models are often mis-
concelved as purely academic
thenries, leading to  their
underutilisation.

Break from biases
As humans, we fall prey 1o
copnitive biases, bul sociely

[¥]

wants us to think systemad-
cally. Menial models help us
approach situatons systemat-
ically, be it by forming habits
or framing a research pro-
blem. Even clashes between
individuals or groups are, inl
effect, the differences bet
ween the mental models held
by them.

“The classic Metaphors We
Live By (Lakoff and Johnson)
shows how the metaphors we
use in our daily language, a
part of our mental models,
shape our thinking. By choos-

HINDU, (P-7),

ing the right metaphor, like
viewing debates as dances in-
stead of war, we can improve
communication and collabo-
ration. Broadening our un-
derstanding of mental models
allows for considering alter-
native perspectives in com-

municating and
problem-solving,
Education  encompiss

numerous thinking fallacies
and biases. Consider this: I a
few students perform poorly
and the teacher generalises
that the entire class lacks un-

19 JUNE 2023

Cheat sheets for your min

Collect, curate and capitalise on mental models to unbox the potential in lcarming

derstanding, he is talling for
the hasty generalisation falla-
€y a cognitive bins, Confinna-
tion bias compounds the is
sue, us the teacher seeks
information that confirms his
belief, disregarding conrrad-
ictory  evidence. To  avoud
such flawed thinking by re-
cognising biases is crucial in
educiation, where knowledge
of mental models will help.
The qualicy of our thinking
and learning depends on the
muodels we possess. The more
models we have, the broader

our arsenal  becomes. T
mersing ourselves in diverse
mental models from Psyehol
oy, business,  ceotimics,
and bevond, and applving
them across difterent con
tests 18 enviching, NMote tha
mental models e pot weant
o dictate our thinking. In
stead, they enable us o think
ditferently  and  offectively
withour falling for biases. Foy
instance, baving the wrong
mental model about leariing
Maths will make the sulyject
ditheult w grasp,

Discerm

which mental nwdels serve
us hest among the o avail
abile For esample, the lean
g cvele aids learners ol
teachiers i esphoning, wagun
g, Ay g mew ko
Tedpe Node Lk methuds
like Comell serve as mental
wnlels o cues, samnang
o, and recalling kew poimis

Concept collectors

Faploni el nwsdeds s
oy undocks Dol
possibilities tor evnviching all
aspedts ol lile
miodels o)

Ton v anenital
wrvely, sather a
wide varge of them Mental
Models I\.lllm'\‘\hl.[1'-.'1!\||nr-\,
mwh like Sthowgrhe expen
ments e philosoplin and
Plvses, st as Tevenga 1s g
mental model i phnsies as
well as dnvestiments, oppon
Lty costs” irom coonmonugs
ave apphications u all areas
Ol Tites Countless meantal i
dels exist across vanfons o
mains of hnowledge tor v
use, Books like Boll Dobwllis
Fhe At of Pk Clearly,
Super Thikng: by Wemnbeny
antad Mecann and Shane 1
vish's The iful Misdels
e encellend st poinits

Pyery colture has s oan
mwental models, a reseovol of
acetmmlaged wisdom, of ma
e sehobaes und deinkers who
walkeal befive us. The M
chatantet exemplifies diverse
mental medels thoageh 1
Bles. Usingg aitlerent leims o
mental madels s the Vlearest
way to change the way we see
e workl, When we kiow
nmny mental nusdels, we
contie out ol livings the sty ol
Pl wen e the elephang

Views evpressed an this o iy
cle e personal

P wytan

Loy
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INDIAN EXPRESS, (P-15) , 19 JUNE 2023

Homework for
NCERT

Ratiqnalisation in textbooks was meant to
alleviate Covid stress. NCERT should assure
parents that it will revisit and review

MAMIDALA JAGADESH
KuMar

SCIENTISTS AND EDUCATORS have re-
cently expressed consternation about the
rationalisation of NCERT science text-
books. Before we look at these concerns,
let us remind ourselves that our students
went through a challenging situation
during the last three years due to the
Covid pandemic. They were deprived of
their natural environment of schools and
friends and were confined to their homes.
This naturally led to stress among them,
Several measures had to be taken to ad-
dress this challenge. To keep continuity
in the teaching-learning processes. on-
line teaching was adopted. To address the
issue of reducing the academic load, par-
ticularly for school students, NCERT
dropped some portions of the syllabus
during the pandemic. Parents, students,
and educators received it well.

Experts in some quarters, however,
raised concerns when the NCERT decided
to continue with the truncated science
syllabus of the Covid period, as seen in
the just-published NCERT Class 10 sci-
ence textbooks. The question is, won't
that leave students with an incomplete
view of science — particularly those who
do not progress to Classes 11 and 127

In some respects, | agree with the crit-
icism that teaching evolution, the peri-
odic table and similar topics only in
Classes 11 and 12 — skipping themat ear-
lier stages — will impact all students, es-
pecially those who drop out of school by
the end of Class 10 or choase to study dis-
ciplines other than science ata larer stage
The global practice is that ropics suchas
evolution, the periodic table and sources
of energy are taught to students betore
they complete 10th standard

But let us not jump to conclusions and
doubt NCERT s intentions, This criticism
of the Covid period "syllabus rationalisa
tion” and its continuation in this aca
demic year presupposes that NCERT will
not look at the truncated syllabus and re-
vise it The basis for syllabus rationalisa-
tion by NCERT has not come out of the
blue. The Covid period did affect the
learning experience of our students
students who will now enter Classes 9
and 10were m Classes 7 and 8 dunng the

N

Covid period. They experienced dimin-
ished learning outcomes beyond their
control. NCERT might have thought it
prudent to keep the truncated syllabus of
the Covid period for one more year so the
students who are now in Classes 9 and 10
are not subjected to undue stress. Such
thinking, however, was more than merely
superficial. NCERT's decision was likely
taken after feedback from stakeholders
and experts. | am sure NCERT will revert
to a more comprehensive science syl-
labus in school textbooks. NCERT is an ex-
pert body and it will revisit and revise all
these topics — as it has been doing all
along so that our students acquire a broad
idea of the emerging science topics dur-
ing their schooling.

To ease the apprehensions of parents
and students, NCERT should clarify that
this year's truncated science syllabus is
only a temporary phase and it will fix the
science syllabus in the 2024 academic
session. That would be the rational thing
to do. We cannot continue to teach our
school students trimmed science. In
school education, topics such as evolu-
tion, the periodic table, and energy
sources should be introduced as early as
Class 6 to Class 8 to stoke students’ cu-
riosity. It is not uncommon 1o see such a
practice in schoeol curricula, globally,
Students can then study these topicsin
depth up to the 12th standard, Lam sure
NCERT is working on a holistic revision of
the science syllabus without burdening
the students with a lot of information.

NCERT science books have been of
high quality and have addressed the
learning goals of generations of students
Science is global. Therefore, we must ex-
amine how science is taught worldwide
NCERT should ensure that the science
textbooks from Class 6 to Class 10 carry
the basic concepts in all branches of nat-
ural sciences (earth, hife, physical, and
space sciences) and also contain emeng-
ing concepts in science, engineenng, and
technology — all this should be done grad-
ually. By the time they complete the 10th
standard, our students must be tamed to
develop ways of thinking such as intes
preting data, synthesising information,
meaningtully explaining observed phe
nomena, desigiing solutions to problems,
and acquinng system level Appredanon
cuthing across realins of saence. These are
global approaches and are in tune with
NEP2020. NCERT is well endowed with
expertise to secure that our school science
books are top-standard. Lam sure NCERT's
science books will continue towmte the
imagination of our students

The wrirer is Chatrman, UGCand former
VU of INU Views expressed are personal
ae((q)\<
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SANDIP BANERJEE

The three
essentials of
education,
generally
accepted to

be opportunity,
parity, and
quality, apply
to both
elementary and
higher education

MILLENNIUM POST, (P-9) 20 JUNE 2023

Quest for parity in education

The prevailing inequality in access to quality education in India, exacerbated by the
pandemic, urges teachers to act responsibly towards materialising the provisions of NEP

hen the concept
of planning was
adopted by the
Government of
India after independence, one of
the major objectives of planning
was distributive justice. This was
pertinent because the burden of
colonial rule had left the com-
mon masses deprived of the
basic amenities of living. Edu-
cation was one of the top prior-
ities in this list of deprivations.
As time has progressed, we
have adopted policies to bring
more and more people into
the ambit of education. It has
been believed, and rightly so,
that education is the panacea for
all social evils. As a result, gov-
ernments, both at the state and
central levels, have emphasized
opening educational institu-
tions in the farthest and remot-
est areas. The three essentials of
education, generally accepted
to be opportunity, parity, and
quality, apply to both elemen-
tary and higher education.
With the New Educa-
tion Policy already in place,
it is time to evaluate the link
between education and employ-
ment. When attempting to do
so, skill development comes
into consideration. Now; all
these things are actually pos-
sible when students in vari-
ous institutions, both at the
school and higher levels, cut-
ting across geographical barri-
ers, can receive proper training
in classrooms. There is a very
popular saying by Abraham
Lincoln - “If T have six hours to
chop down a tree, then I shall
take four hours in sharpening
the axe” So, sharpening skills
is paramount. If the question
of opportunity arises, it should
cater to all, but unfortunately,
there is a visible disparity in the
quality of education and learn-
ing outcomes of students. This

Since it is difficult to judge the accountability of a teacher, their inner
urge to improve students’ life hecomes an essential prerequisite

disparity widens as we move
from urban to rural areas or
even from reputed institutions
to institutions of lesser repute.
The analysis of reasons for such
a manifestation focuses on the
lack of empathy among many
teachers. The government can
initiate projects and schemes to
improve the scope of education,
but without proper involvement
of the teaching community, all
government initiatives remain
unfulfilled. It is high time to
remember this truth because
COVID-19 has dented the fab-
ric of our education system,
causing indelible damage.
Recently, while remember-
ing Tagore on his birth anniver-
sary, few might have recollected
his famous observation that
marks the difference between
‘learning’ and ‘education. The
purpose of education is to open
the corridor of human thoughts.
Unfortunately, in many educa-
tional centres, especially higher
education institutions like col-
leges, particularly in remote
areas, classes are not always
properly conducted. Teachers
who originally reside in cities or
district towns find it difficult to

cope with the distance, and this
impacts the quality of teaching.
It has been heard that classes
are not always regular due to
the simple reason of teachers
being absent. This may not be
happening everywhere, but it
is happening in some places,
and if it is true, those areas are
a cause for real concern. We
must acknowledge that teach-
ing as a vocation is different
from most. Here, integrity and
suavity are highly valued, and
the inner conscience also plays
a significant role. The situation
requires an inner urge all the
more because it is very diffi-
cult to judge the accountability
of a teacher. Since there is no
absolute directive about teach-
ing methodology and since the
results or learning outcomes
of students are not always the
disciplinary yardsticks of ser-
vice benefits, teachers need to
maintain their professional
accountability by themselves.
The teaching community
should justify themselves to
the students and only the stu-
dents. This is part of their social
commitment. So, whether the
places of jobs are nearer or far-

ther, it is immaterial; moreover,
the participation of students in
the learning system depends
on how the teachers inspire
them. If the teachers set a bad
example, it is detrimental to
the teaching-learning process.
There are genuine challenges
influencing the act of teaching.
There are two sides to the coin,
and both sides need to be taken
into account. In some colleges,
the subject combination and
the demography of the area do
not match. Factors related to
infrastructure and academic
facilities might also be regres-
sive. The pupil-teacher ratio is
not always on the bright side.
However, the quality of teaching
should not degrade. The areas of
shortfall must improve, but for
that, the contribution of teach-
ers is mandatory. Social interac-
tion among teachers is vital for
the successful deliberation of
teaching. In a scenario where
teachers are not very attentive
in attendance, there is hardly
any social interaction, and the
students remain strangers to
the teachers. Teachers need to
understand that the fast-chang-
ing landscape of education is
redefining the role of educators.

In the New Education Pol-
icy, emphasis is placed on voca-
tional attainment. The new
structure for the graduation
course, with four years for grad-
uation with honours, demands
amore meticulous approach on
the part of teachers. Since a stu-
dent receives an academic testi-
monial at the end of each year of
their curriculum during the four
years of graduation, it is even
more relevant that the proper
learning outcomes match the
academic certificate received by
the student. Another significant
issue is the process of transition-
ing from one college under one
university to another college

under a different university. If
colleges in remote locations do
not provide proper teaching, a
student who migrates from a
rural-based college to an urban-
based college will struggle to
cope with the next academic
content. It is high time for all
of us to realize that rural areas
are an integral part of our edu-
cation system. The government
has initiatives to successfully
implement the idea of inclu-
sive education, but any effort
in the education field must be
complemented by the teaching
community. As far as infrastruc-
ture and transportation-related
issues are concerned, the gov-
ernment, whether at the central
or respective state level, needs to
take note of them.

The pandemic has created a
constraint in the education pro-
cess that may eventually lead to
the emergence of a new group of
unaccomplished professionals.
In the midst of this intellectual
crisis, who else but the teachers
can come to the rescue? It is rel-
evant to shake off the sloth that
has gripped the minds of some.
Every student has the right to
be educated; that is what society
aspires to. Professional manipu-
lation is not uncommony; it hap-
pens. However, if it happens
in teaching, it is not accept-
able. Teaching is not merely the
completion of a curriculum or
syllabus; it is human resource
development. It can make or
break a society. Any impediment
can be overcome through sincere
efforts, and teaching is no excep-
tion to that. The gap between
what ought to be done and
what is actually done must be
bridged. Nothing should prompt
a teacher to commit injustice in
their vocational employment.

The writer is an educator
from Kolkata.

Views expressed are personal
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STATESMAN (P-11), 20 JUNE 2023

on college campuses

he claim that college students

censor viewpoints with which

they disagree is now common.

Versions of this claim include
the falsehood that students "shut
down" most invited speakers on cam-
puses, reject challenging ideas, and
oppose conservative views.

Such cynical distortions dominate
discussions of higher education today,
misinform the public, and threaten
both democracy and higher education.

Indeed, politicians in states such
as Florida, Texas and Ohio argue that a
so-called ‘free speech crisis’ on college
campuses justifies stronger govern-
ment control over what gets taught in
universities.

Since 2020, numerous state legis-
latures have attempted to censor
forms of speech on campuses by citing
exaggerations about students and their
studies. Passing laws to ban certain
kinds of speech or ideas from college
campuses is no way to promote true
free speech and intellectual diversity.
The most common targets of such
censorship are programmes that dis-
cuss race, gender, sexuality, and other
forms of multiculturalism.

My concerns over public dis-
course about higher education extend
from my book on popular misinforma-
tion about universities and why it
threatens democracy. In it, I show that
many negative perceptions of students
and universities rest on factual distor-
tions and exaggerations.

The character of public debates
about higher education is important.
Millions of Americans rely on a healthy
system of university education for pro-

fessional and personal success. Ram-
pant cynicism about higher education,
leading to declines in public support
for it, only undermines their pursuits.

Based on my research, I offer
alternative ways to frame debates
about higher education. They can lead
to discussions that are more construc-
tive and accurate while better protect-
ing fundamental American values such
as free speech and democracy.

AVOID STEREOTYPES ABOUT
COLLEGE STUDENTS

The idea that college students are
hostile to opposing viewpoints is false.
Pundits and media personalities have
promoted this falsehood aggressively.
Such figures have benefited, politically
or financially, from sensationalism
about a college "free speech crisis."

In opinion polls, college students
typically express stronger support for
free speech and diverse viewpoints
than other groups. Partisan organisa-
tions often cherry-pick that data to
make it seem otherwise. But poll
results tell only part of the story about
college campuses today. Several thou-
sand institutions make up U.S. higher
education. The system includes hun-
dreds of thousands of students from
different backgrounds. College cam-
puses are often more demographically
and intellectually diverse than sur-
rounding communities.

Judgements about higher educa-
tion based on sweeping generalisa-
tions about college students conflict
with the full realities of campus life. A
wider range of perspectives, including
those from students themselves, can
enrich debates about university edu-
cation.

CONSIDER ALL FORUMS FOR
FREE SPEECH IN UNIVERSITIES

Universities protect free speech
more effectively than other parts of
society. They don’t do so perfectly, but
more effectively. Universities are
major centres for the study of the First
Amendment, the free press, human
rights, cultural differences, interna-
tional diplomacy, conflict resolution,
and more. Many institutions require
students to take basic speech and writ-
ing courses that enhance their skills in
argument and debate.

Manufactured outrage about col-
lege students who protest invited
speakers fuels sensationalism about
free speech on campuses. Despite
occasional disruptions over bigoted
speakers, universities offer numerous
forums for free speech, open debate,
and intellectual diversity. Just one
large university holds thousands of
classes, meetings, performances, and
other events on a daily basis. People
freely express their views and pursue
new ideas in those settings. Now mul-
tiply that reality by several thousand
different institutions. Debates over
free speech in higher education can be
improved by acknowledging the many
forums in which people speak freely
every day.

RECOGNISE THE TRUE THREATS
TO FREE SPEECH ON CAMPUSES

For the past several years, many
state legislatures have promoted the
falsehood that universities are hostile
to various ideas. The most commonly
cited examples are conservative ideas,
traditional expressions of patriotism,
and great works of Western literature.

The notion of hostility to such ideas
on college campuses has surfaced in
numerous bills that create new forms
of state interference in education.
Thirty-five pieces of legislation ban-
ning diversity, equity, and inclusion
programmes in colleges have been
introduced in state legislatures. So far,
three of them have been signed into
law, while four are pending final leg-
islative approval.

Tenure for faculty members,
which protects independent thought,
is also under assault in states such as
Florida and Texas. Politicians in those
states justify ending tenure protections
by claiming that professors teach stu-
dents to censor free speech. Such ris-
ing government interference creates a
genuine threat to free speech on col-
lege campuses and in society beyond.
A historic increase in state censorship,
which began with higher education,
has spilled over into censorship of

materials about race, gender, sexuality,
and multiculturalism in K-12 schools
and public libraries.

Advocacy organisations like the
ACLU and the American Association
of University Professors have con-
demned this censorship. So have
numerous conservative leaders.
Informed scrutiny of university poli-
cies and what faculty members teach
is always welcome. But cynical distor-
tions have fueled anti-democratic cen-
sorship of universities, not construc-
tive efforts to improve them.

UNDERSTAND THE ROLE OF
ACADEMIC FREEDOM

The ability of citizens to exercise
academic freedom is not only vital in
education. It’s also training for democ-
racy. Academic freedom includes the
freedom to attend the university of
one’s choice. The freedom to learn
what one chooses at that university

Incorrect (o say students support censorshop

The freedom of an institution to offer a
wide range of subject matter to stu-
dents and the freedom to teach or con-
duct research without political inter-
ference These freedoms are not
reserved for Ivy League universities.
U.S. higher education includes state
schools and community colleges that
serve middle- and working-class com-
munities. Those institutions are the
backbone of many professions, from
health care and technology to engi-
neering and education. The quality of
public debate over free speech in high-
er education matters. Government
interference with colleges does not
punish elites. It rewards deeply cynical
views of higher education and restricts
a freedom that should be available to
all Americans.

The author is a professor of communication
arts and sciences at Penn State.
(The article appeared in The Conversation, UK).
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/ ASSAN TRIBUNE (P 22 JﬁEo a

Medical seat quot:

The State government’s decision to effect a ten per cent
reservation of total MBBS seats for NRI/NRI-sponsored
students who have cleared NEET UG 1s a retrograde one
that needs to be revoked. Many quarters including the Indi-
an Medical Association (IMA), Assam unit, have made clear
their opposition to the move on justifiable grounds. Now
onwards, the seats will be reserved annually after a deduc-
tion of 15 per cent all-India quota, Central pool, North East-
ern Council quota, and Royal Government of Bhutan quota
seats. This will effectively reduce the number of seats open
for the general category students of the State. What the
government has done is to put up medical seats in the State’s
medical colleges for sale at the cost of the deserving local
candidates. As of now, the open category seats (at 375) are
ameagre 25 per cent, which will plummet further with the
government’s uncalled-for indulgence towards the NRI.
Coming at a time when locals have very few seats in which
to compete due to the prevailing arrangement of large-scale
reservations on various counts, the government’s decision
will hit them severely. Thus, in fact, will be tantamount to
denying our own students a reasonable opportunity to com-
pete for medical education. While the ostensible intent be-
hind the government’s decision is to garner revenue from
the steep fees for NRI students, that cannot be a ground for
deprivation of our own students. The NRIs have left their
motherland seeking better opportunities abroad and there
is nothing objectionable to that. But to accord them a red
carpet welcome after they had left their home country and
that too by riding roughshod over the legitimate interests of
the local student community cannot be acceptable. It has
also to be borne in mind that we have here very limited
opportunities and access to higher education such as med-
ical and the least we want is to have the government

choking the existing limited opportunities for the locals.

Rather than coming up with unwarranted moves, the gov-
ernment needs to put its sustained focus on revamping the
State’s decrepit public health care system. While the sector
has seen some improvement in the past few years following
implementation of programmes such as NRHM and NHM,
alot still needs to be done to bring it to the level of advanced
states of the country, Of late, financial assistance apart, there
have been special relaxations in the required criteria for
setting up medical colleges in the region, and such conces-
sions must continue. Medical nfrastructure in the region
continues to be abysmaland large-scale government inter
vention is a must to make affordable medical care accessible
1o the masses. Unless we have a matching medical infira
structure together with competent medical protessionals,
‘health for all” will remam a nonsstarter. Different health
ndices continue to be well below national average testifving
tothe persisting dehoiencies plaguing the sector in the .‘%i;ur
While mstututions for advanced medical treatment are an
nrgent necessity, of cqual importance 1s 1o have dependable

< health e set-ups at different levels. pe \-; |
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Nexus of Good

ANIL SWARUP

MILLENNIUM POST, (P-7) 22 JUNE 20 23

Fruittul proliferation

As non-
governmental
organisations
explore newer
avenues in
funding, there

Is Immense
potential for
harnessing DIB in
the development
sector

The Harvana Early Literacy Development Impact Bonds programme is paving the way

for improved foundational learning outcomes, setting a benchmark for other states

ndia, home 1o one of the
largest educational sys-
tems in the world, has
taken rapid strides to
achieve 98.4 per cent enrol-
menl in primary education.
The focus has now shifted to
improving learning outcomes
and ensuring quality educa-
tion at the primary level. An
ASER Report 2022 highlights
that while gross enrolment has
seen an increase, the percent-
age of children in Class 3 in
government or private schools
who could read a Class 2 text
reduced from 27.3 per cent in
2018 to 20.5 per cent in 2022
across states, Moreover, the
percentage of children enrolled
in Class 5 in government or
private schools who could read
a Class 2-Jevel text dropped
from 50,5 per cent in 2018 to
42.8 per cenl in 2022.
Development Impact Bonds
(DIB) are an innovative and
oulcome-oriented instrument
for financing such develapment
projects. A salient feature of
DIB is the transfer of risk from
public agencies to the private
sector. Hence, it plays a catalytic
role in encouraging private cap-
ital to complement traditional
efforts and funding mecha-
nisms, These DIBs are essen-
tially result-based, meaning
that outcome funds pay inves-
tors their principal plus returns
only il these programmes suc-
ceed in delivering results. This
alignment between financial
and social returns incentiv-
ises the private sector lo work
more efficiently by rigorously
monitoring perlormance peri-
odically, and enabling service
delivery to respond to new data
simultaneously as it is collected
and analysed.
Haryana Early Literacy
Development Impact Bond
Maahi, a Grade 1 student
from Sundarpur, Haryana,
who strugeled to read initially,
was able (o read 70 words per
minute (exceeding the Global
Minimum Proficiency stan-
dards for reading), thanks 10
the Haryana Early Literacy
Development Impact Bond
programme. The first-ever
DIB in India to leverage CSR
funding for outcome payment
exclusively focused on early
literacy, Haryana DIB was the
game-changer in redefining
the primary education space.
This Rs 15.57-crore ini-
tiative was implemented by
Language and Learning Foun-

| nmmﬂ Indusind Bank 0 SBl.2il : |

' OUTCOME PAYER

Central Square Foundation

CUNTiAL e

T

\_ OUTCOME EVALUATOR
Soclal
Outcomes Report

Structure of the DIB programme

dation, with IndusInd Bank
and SBI as outcome funders,
Social Finance India as the
DIB Convener, Central Square
Foundation as outcome payers
and Educational Initiatives as
Outcome Evaluator.

The project’s objectives
were twolold: i) Improving lit-
eracy oulcomes for Grade |
and 2 students across seven
districts of Haryana; and ii)
Enhancing the capacity and
commitment of the govern-
ment educational system for
improving foundanonal learn-
ing outcomes at the scale

Earlier, Language and
Learning Foundation had
implemented o demonstra-
tion project in 175 schools in
three blocks of Kurukshetra
district of Haryana in 2013
under the aegis of Prarambhik
Bhasha Shikshak Adhikaran
programme. [t had reported
significant learning gains for
3,500 students and established
a strong proof-of-concepl
Based on this, the state govern-
ment invited LLF to scale up
the project to seven districts
Fortunately, the DIB Conve-
nor. Social Finance India (SFI,
approached LLF at that ime
with a proposal.

Unique design and approach

‘The Haryana Early Literacy
DIB was pathbreaking in sev-
eral ways. Firstly, it was for the
first time ever in India that the
CSR Foundation had invested
in an impact bond for edu-
cation. Secondly, 1t was out-
come-focused with the target
{pre-agreed) outcomes set ni-
tially, and the results achieved
exceeded the target by 3.5
times. Thirdly, it was imple-
mented in collaboration with
the government and provides
a successful model for scal-
ing up, and lastly, it establishes

OUTCOME FUNDER

Indusind Bank and SB8J Foundation

DIB CONYENER

Soclal Finance India

Edwcational Initlatives
[}

LS .‘i e

IMPLEMENTATION PARTNER |
Language and Leaming Foundation ‘

s [
. |
Cutcomes

flexability in delivery, mak-
ing it a desirable model for
replication.

It had the following key
components: i} Teacher Pro-
fessional Development; ii)
Strengthening Teacher Men-
tors in the government system
through effective academic
support and monitoring,
courses on early language and
learning and joint classroom
visits: 1) Developing chil-
dren’s learning materials, such
as workbooks, big books and
other learning aids; and )
Assessment and remediation
of learming outcomes,
Successful pivot during
coviD-19

While the programme ran
successfully in the inaugu-
ral year, the onset of the pan-
demic, followed by the closure
of schools, presented a formi-
dable challenge. During this
time, LLF pivoted success
fully 1o the Har Ghar School
Programme which was a tes-
tament to the programs agile
approach. Under this pro-
gramme, LLF trained com-
munity-based volunteers in
teaching-learning praclices
and equipped them with
learning material including
workbooks, storybooks, etc.
It adopted home-based learn-
ing for disadvantaged children,
wherein homework was deliv-
ered directly through What-
sApp on a platform supported
by Rocket Learning. Visits
and calls by block coordina-
tors, tracking student learning,
volunteer-teacher-run com-
munity classes and parental
engagement were salient fea-
tures of this approach.
Clearly-delineated out-
comes and outstanding
results

The Haryana Early Literacy

DIB had clearly defined goals
since the outset, with letter flu-
ency per minute, word fluency
per minute, oral reading flu-
ency, reading comprehension
and word writing being the key
metrics for measuring its per-
formance. The results assessed
by a third-party, Educational
Initiatives, showed that the
programme achieved excep-
tional gains in literacy out-
comes, such as 3.5x learning
gains over defined targets with
all pre-agreed learning targels
mel, The intervention was able
to achieve learning gains of an
additional 1.61 years in school-
ing over business-as-usual
schooling (using oral reading
fluency as the indicator for the
acquisition of foundational lit-
eracy skills). When compared
with the Global Minimum Pro-
ficiency equivalent standard
of Oral Reading Fluency for
Hindi (as defined in NCERT's
Foundational Learning Study
2022}, it is seen that 65 per
cent of students in the inter-
venlion group met or exceeded
the Global Minimum Profi-
ciency Standards of being able
1o read more than 35 words per
minute at the end of Grade 2.
Approximately 1,64,000 chil-
dren and 7,500 educators in

3,300 schools in 7 districis of

Haryana reaped the benefits
of the programme. Compared
with similar programmes
in Egypt. Nigeria, Kenya,
Mali, Uganda, Liberia, Jor-
dan, Tonga, Krygyz Republic,
Congo Republic, Papua New
Guinea and South Africa, its
impact was found to be greater
than all programmes in these
countries, It is also among the
top three programmes world-
wide in terms of Oral Read-
ing Fluency and Reading
Comprehension.

Way forward

The Haryana Early Liter-
acy DIB programme paved
the way for improving foun-
dational learning at scale.
The key learnings from the
programme have now been
adapted by the state govern-
ment into the state-wide Foun-
dational and Literacy program
called NIPUN Haryana. LLF is
now closely working with the
Haryana Government in all
districts to achieve the goals
of NIPUN Haryana.

One of the key reasons for
Haryana Early Literacy DIB's
success was that it was a sys-
tem- focused government-
led intervention which led to
implementation at scale. All
stakeholders were aligned on
a common pre-agreed set of
outcomes, which, coupled with
data-driven decision-making,
helped the programme exceed
its targets. Moreover, the pro-
gramme was spread across
several years and followed a
flexible funding approach
which allowed for mid-course
correction.

As  mongovernmental
organisations explore newer
avenues in funding, there is
immense potential for har-
nessing DIB in the develop-
ment sector, especially in the
context of education. Not only
does it open a new funding
vista, but it can also enhance
the state’s capacity in Founda-
tional Literacy and Numeracy.
DIB can play a pivotal role in
ushering in a competitive ethos
and result-focused approach
in development programmes,
and utilising private capital to
bridge the financing gap. How-
ever, it is often criticised for
prioritising short-term gains
in |earning over larger systemic
processes. But if restructured
appropriately to support sys-
tem strengthening and system
reforms, it can lead to wind-
fallgalns. 77 CARTH

‘The Haryana Early Literacy
DIB programme will serve as
a benchmark for much larger
outcome-based funding in
education programmes in the
years to come. The public-pri-
vate partnership model that
Language and Learning Foun-
dation has put in place under
the inspired leadership of its
founder and former LAS officer,
Dhir Jhingran, is a wonderful
example of Nexus of Good as
it can be replicated and scaled.

Views expressed are personal
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Career-oriented thinking is essential when preparing
vour child forstudying in the US u

he United States (US)
Thas established itself as
one of the top destina-
tions for studying abroad.
Universities there have the top
QS World University
Ranking, attracting more and
more Indian students. 12
prestigious American uni-
versities are now on the list of
the top 20 globally ranked
universities. According to the
US embassy and consulates in
 India, the number of student
visas issued for Indian citizens
broke its all-time high in the
fiscal year 2022, at almost 1.25
lakh.

For children going there
to study, initially, it may feel
overwhelming with respect to
settling down in a new coun-
try, as the way of living, envi-

_ronment, people, cultures,
everything changes. Hence,
parents must prepare children
well to ensure an enriching
academic experience. In view
of this, we have listed a few
points to consider while
preparing to send your child

tothe US. _

Start early: It is important
to start preparing well in
advance. This includes
researching schools, pro-
grams, and requirements and
planning the necessary appli-

e

cation- procedures. Parents
can start researching higher
education in the US when
their kid is in the 10th or 11th
standard.

College is a fresh chapter:
It is crucial to make your child
aware that their school life in
their home country is one
chapter and their college life
abroad is a new beginning.
Motivate them to be ready to
handle unfamiliar situations.
It will aid in their personal
and professional growth.
" Think outside of the
ranks: Research the schools
and programs that interest
your child and match their
academic and personal goals.
Rankings often prioritize cer-

- tain factors, such as research

output or academic reputa-
tion, which may not align

with your child's goals and |
needs. It's important to con- -

niversity

sider factors like program
offerings, location, campus
culfure, extracurricular
opportunities, size, academ-
ic rigour, and available
resources to ensute that it fits
your child's individual objec-
tives and requirements.

Plan, for finances: The .

cost of tuition and living
expenses in the US can be

quite high, and parents should

be prepared to cover these
expenses, It's important to
research the cost of living in
the area where your child will
be studying, including hous-
ing, food, transportation, and
other expenses, and to plan
for finances early on. Parents
should research the scholar-
ship, grants, and financial
aid opportunities available to
their child, both from the uni-
versity and external sources,
and create a budget to cover
living expenses accordingly so
the child's study abroad expe-
rience is financially sustain-
able. Career-oriented thinking
Helping your child to look at
the wider picture is one of the
best things you can do for
them. Career-oriented think-
ing is essential when prepatr-
ing your child for studytng in
the US. By helping them

understand the bigger picture

-

udies

PIYUSH KUMAR

and keeping their ultimate
goal in mind, you can men-

tally prepare them for the

upcoming changes.
Emphasize the importance of
goal setting and being goal-
oriented in their decision-
making process. Research
different schools and courses
together, considering the
career training and place-
ment services offered by each
institution. Consider cultur-
al adjustments: Encourage
your child to embrace and
enjoy learning about
American customs, tradi-
tions, social norms, and val-
ues as they prepare to study
in the US. Training in lit}e
skills: Encouraging children
to learn life skills when study-
ing in thes US can enhance
their adaptation and success
in their new environment.
These skills foster self-suffi-
ciency and independence,
including cooking, cleaning,
budgeting, and time manage-
ment. By acquiring these abil-
ities,, children gain confi-
dence, control, and resilience
to overcome the challenges of
relocating to a different coun-
try. .
(The writer is Regional
Director- South Asia and
Mauritius, IDP Education)
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Globa

n recent years, interna-

tional collaborations in

education have been on
the rise, and so is the case with
India. Such collaborations
allow teachers, students,
administrators, institutions
and universities to compare,
exchange and collaborate on
a range of emerging educa-
tional, scientific, technologi-
cal and teaching issues and
methodologies to create an
effective and contemporary
system of education to cater
to the newer needs of the
youth. Such collaborations
don't just open up the window
to the world-class education
system, they also offer a bet-
ter international, social, cul-
tural, economic and geopolit-
ical understanding to the stu-
dents, besides generating a
sense of empathy and new
skill sets in the youth.

It is encouraging that the
Government of India has
made a number of strides in
the recent past. On the one
‘hand, it brought into force the
New Education Policy (NEP)
to change the educational
paradigm of the country, it
goes on to collaborate with
top institutions and universi-
ties of the world to make the
educational system competi-

PIONEER (P-6), 27 JUNE 2023

tive enough, on the other. To
promote the internationalisa-
tion of Indian education,
NEP focuses on facilitating
research, teaching collabora-
tions and faculty & student
exchange programmes with
high-quality foreign Institu-
tions. It does encourage high-
performing Indian universi-
ties to set up campuses in oth-
er countries, along with facil-
itating universities from the
top 100 universities in the
world to operate in India.

In the process, India has
identified ‘Skill Bench-mark-
ing’ as a high-priority area in
its foreign engagements. It has
either done some kind of col-
laboration or is in the process

of inking it with UAE, Austra-

“lia, Singapore, Australia,

Bahrain, Canada, Germany,
Japan, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Oman, Qatar, Romania, Sin-
gapore, Sweden, the US, UAE
and the United Kingdom.

Only recently, Union

“collaboration will
revolutionise education

focus on forging stronger
linkages in the skilling sector.
The collaborations aim to
strengthen institutional
mechanisms for making the
Indian skill ecosystem more
vibrant as well as for building
the workforce of the future
with a focus on 3S-Skilling;
Start-ups and SMEs. Just a
couple of days earlier, India

» and Australia also signed an

ambitious agreement, which
will help ease the mobility of
students and professionals

between the two countries.

They also agreed to establish
a joint task force for mutual
recognition of qualifications,
which covers both education
and skill qualifications of the

two countries and will help

facilitate two-way mobility
of young people for education
and employment purposes.
Earlier, known for its best
school education, Finland
evinced interest to collaborate
with India on the knowledge
front. India can benefit from
Finland’s best practices in
ECCE, teacher training, and
digital education among oth-
ers. Finnish Universities may
also collaborate with Indian

RAJESH KUMAR SINGH

International collaboration in New Education Policy (NEP) may

change the educational paradigm of the country

Education* Minister held a
meeting with the US Secre-
| - tary of Commerce with a

Higher Education Institutions
through joint, dual degrees
and twinning programs.
Moreover, research also
suggests that those having had
their education from interna-
tional. universities are better
able to adapt to changes at the
fast face and adapt to the
changing realities and cir-
cumstances. They find more
similarities than differences
with students from other
parts of the world, hence
working effortlessly with
them. They are also better
prepared to discover new
career avenues and opportu-
nities than their counterparts
receiving education domesti-
cally. International collabora-
tion can be extremely reward-
ing for schools, especially in
less developed and develop-
ing countries. India still faces
a shortage of quality teachers
and teaching methodologies
to rise to the occasion. Here,
such relations and collabora-
tions may prove highly fruit-
‘ful, as they allow teacKers to
learn newer things by ques-
tioning their incumbent pro- -
cess, practices and notions,
reinvent themselves and
adopt new strategies.
(The writer is a senior
' journalist) |
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Interactive ﬂat panels‘ 77 classmoms

ANINDITA CHOWDHUR

he Andhra Pradesh govern-
ment has decided to dispose of
the traditional blackboards
and instead install interactive
flat panels in the 63,000 classrooms by
21 December. The decision is the latest
among the educational reforms initi-
ated by the state government, led by
chief minister Y 5 Jagan Mohan Reddy,
in order to make the existing govern-
ment schools digitally equipped.

Another key aspect of educational
reforms initiated in AP is the inclusion
of artificial intelligence in the school
curriculum. On 11 June, the chief min-
ister formed a high-level committee to
explore if artificial intelligence,
machine learning, chatGPT, and other
modemn tools can be incorporated into
the curriculum,

Right after taking oath, the chief
minister took certain revolutionary
steps in order to transform the govern-
ment-run schools in the state, begin-
ning with making English the medium
of education instead of Telugu, despite
objections from certain quarters. The
state government now aims to match
the schooling experience with interna-
tional standards. Advisor to the
Andhra Pradesh government, Rajiv
Krishna, explained the chief minister’s
vision vis-a-vis school education.

The “Chief Minister ¥ S Jagan
Mohan Reddy-led YSRCP government
has spent a whopping Rs 71,000 crore
in the last four years for the education

sector in the state only because he
believes that education is the sole
medium to uplift society and provide
equitable growth opportunities to all”,
said Rajiv Krishna.

"Our government deeply believes
in investing in people and providing
adequate resources and opportuni-
ties to them so that they can trans-
form the lives of themselves and their
families. Hence, investing in educa-
tion means investing in our future.
The chief minister’s vision encapsu-
lates providing high-quality educa-
tion to the students so that they will
become leaders, scholars, business-
men, doctors, engineers, lawyers, and
teachers, thereby changing the entire
socio-economic landscape of the
state," he explained.

Krishna pointed out that after
coming to power in May 2019, the
YSRCP government introduced sev-
eral schemes to transform school
education in the state, such as Nadu-
Nedu (school refurbishment), schol-
arship programmes (Amma Vodi,
Vidya Deevana, Jaganna Vidya Kanu-
ka), English-medium education, and
digitising the classrooms in the edu-
cation sector.

The installation of interactive flat
panels is the latest initiative of chief
minister Y S Jagan Mohan Reddy,
aimed at transforming the very face of
education in the state. According to
government sources, these 1FPs are
being procured from noted companies
like Acer and Samsung. As on 13 June,

IFPs have been installed in as many as
10,000 classrooms across government
schools. As per the official timeline, the
state government is planning to com-
plete the installation of IFPs in 31,000
classrooms by 12 July and in all 63,000
classrooms by 21 December. A total of
19,19,896 students studying in classes
VI to X will benefit from these digital
classrooms. These IFP screens are
used to play and store audio and video
contents and are interactive in nature.
While such devices are already in use
in a few private and international
schools, now all government school-
going students will have access to such
smart devices,

"IFPs have been found to be more
efficient in increasing children's learn-
ing and retention. The interactive
screen offers engaging audio and visu-
al content that captivates students'
attention and makes learning more
enjoyable. Students can watch educa-
tional videos, listen to audio clips, par-
ticipate in interactive quizzes, and
engage in hands-on activities, cater-
ing to different learning styles and
preferences, Krishna explained.

Further elaborating, Rajiv Krish-
na said, "This access to high-quality
educational material can significantly
enrich their learning experience. It
enables students to expand their imag-
ination and think visually. It helps
them to expand their horizons."

Another key aspect of the state

government's education reforms.

would be capacity building for teach-

1
-
e

érs. The state government is currently
conducting capacity-building sessions
for about 77,000 teachers across all
government and government-gided
schools in Andhra Pradesh. They are
being trained by professors at I1Ts,
1IMs, and other central and state uni-
versities. Furthermaore, the state:gov-
ernment has mandated engineéring
college students to commit to infern-
ships in government schools to-assm
the teachers

"Qur teachers are being D&nned
globally to adapt themselves to not
only teaching with English as the
medium of instruction but to the latest
teaching practices and knuwledge
delivery mechanisms. For example,
IFP screens in every classroom will
make each classroom a virtual lilirary,
enabling teachers to access knowledge
resources from the most reliable and
advanced sources," said Krishna.

Digital classrooms will ensure that
knowledge from anywhere in the
world can be streamed right to the
children, and they will become skilled
at handling next-generation technolo-
gies, Krishna asserted.

For decades, government school
students were denied access to even
basic infrastructure like proper desks
and toilets. But now the current gov-
ernment has not only provided the
resources to children studying in gov-

‘ernment schools but has also left the

private schools far behind with Eng-

. lish labs, digital classrooms, projectors,

and computers.
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DECCAN HEARLD (P-6),

28 JUNE 2023

STUDENTS EXPELLED, TEACHERS SUSPENDED

Whoselossisit?

In New India, universitics
don'ttolerate ‘activist’
students who ask
forscholarship
enhancement. Oxford
University does, witha
generous scholarship

APQORVANAND

himraj M, a student expelled by
Bthc South Asia University, has got

admission to Oxford University
with a scholarship. Why should it be
an event? His admission has acquired
significance only because of his expul-
sion from the SAU. Would we thenlike
to know why a bright scholar like him
wasexpelled by his university andwhat
happened after that?

Thenitshouldalsobe possible forus
to remember that four teachers at the
same university have been suspended
for morethan aweek. Theirsuspension
isrelated to the expulsion of Bhimraj.
This fact has been reported by online
media, andsome newspapers alsotook
note of it, bur then it disappeared from
public discussion.

It should be a matter of concern for
usthatteachersare being punished for
speaking to the university authorities
about their humane attitude towards
the students. The university adminis-
tration considers this request of the
teachers an act of incitement against
the administration. For this ‘crime, the
teachers have been punished.

But why did the teachers have to
speak?Since September 2022, the stu-
dents have been agitating against the
sudden cutin scholarships. According
to them, the scholarship needed to be
increased, taking into account the ris-
ing inflation, but it was reduced. They
werealsodemandingrepresentation of
studentsinthestatutory committees of
the university. Especially incommittees
dealing with genderand sexual harass-
ment. Notanillegitimate demand. Oth-
er public universities do have student
representation on at least these two
committees.

When they were not heeded, the
students did picketing and gherao. The
administration called the police. After
this, 13 teachers wrote to the adminis-
tration thattheyshould have refrained
from calling the police to the campus,
also because the university is interna-
tional. After that, many teachers met
with the officials to diffuse the situa-
tion. Instead of listening to them, the
administration punished five students

indifferentways. Punishmentsranging
from suspension to cancellation of ad-

missionwere given tothem. Theteach
ersagainmetwith the adwinmistration
andurgedthemtostartadialogue with
thestudents, Whennothing happened,
thestudentsagawn started a fast, which
later turned into a fast unto death
Some ol thembecame veryill, and one,
Ammar, was so alfeeted that he had 1o
he hospitalised several times, Angered
by his deteviorating condition, the st
dents went to the registrar's room and
said thatthe administration should visit
him and thatarrangements should be
made for his treatment. The hunger
strike continued. The administration
thenwithdrew its order punishing the
students but issued fresh show-cause
notices. Also, two students, Umesh

Joshiand Bhimraj, were expelled from
the university.

Bhimraj is the one who is now mak-
ing news for having been selected
by Oxford University for a research

" course. Hewasdemanding anincrease

inscholarship, for which he was penal-
ised, Now he has been givena full schol-
arship by Oxford to pursue his studies.
The agitation ended in December,
butattheendof the month, the admin-
istration issued show-cause notices to
four teachers. They were accused of
supporting the students’ agitation, in-
stigating them, visiting sick Ammar in
the hospital, and writing letters to the
administration. Itwasalsoalleged that
some of them had links with a Marxist
study circle on campus. !
After this, a high-level fact-finding
committee was constituted, and the ac-
cused teachers were asked to appear
beforeit. Whentheyreached the room,
each was given a booklet. Containing
questions (numbering 132 to 246) to
be answered by the accused teachers.
They were ordered to sit there and
write the answers with a pen. This
method of fact-finding shocked them.
Theynaturally felchumiliated. Theyob-
jected toitandasked forquestionstobe
shared electronically. The committee

refosed and threatened that relismg o
oheywould also be treated s virlenee
apainst him

This high-level commuttee also had
senior teachers as members, But they
didd not hesiate to behave in this man
nerwiththeireolleagues, The teachers
then wrote to the president of the uni
versity. [n response Lo that report, the
administration suspended Snehasish
Bhattacharya, Srinivas Burra, Irfanul-
lah Faroogr, and Ravi Eumar

This whole incident shows how in
sensitive the attitude of the administra-
rion is. It has no respect for the dignity
ofany ofthe students or teachers.

There are other teachers in the uni-
versity, just as there are other students
besides the agitating students and the
teacherssuffering punishment. These
teacherscould also have lived aguieter
life. Is it not their duty to just go to the
class and get the syllabus completed-
Why did they need to engage in activ-
ism? But these teachers did what they
felt was their duty. The university rests
on the reciprocity of teachers and
students. Irrespective of the physical,
mental, or psychological condition of
thestudents, itiseasy tokeep lecturing
in the class, butisitappropriate?

What could be more ironic than a
class lecture on the relationship be-
tween power and injustice while stu-
dents are sitting on a fast unto death?

The tendency to discipline teachers
isgettingstrongerin India. Justaslam
writing this, I read that the Presidency
Universityin Kolkata hasissueda code
of conduct for teachers and students.
Prior to that, many of the central uni-
versities had implemented codes of
conduct to restrain teachers by imple-
menting the civil service code of con-
duct for them. Efforts are being made.
to outlaw their speaking, writing, and
publicactivism.

Forty-eight teachers at Jawaharlal
Nehru Universityare currentlyfighting
a legal battle against similar discipli-
nary action. Professor Sonya Surbhi
Guptaof Jamia Millia Islamia has been
suspended for her involvementin the
activities of the teachers union, There
is no public memory of these acts.

Universities are known to come alive
with teachers and students. But here,
efforts are being made to reduce them
to the status of mere government em-
ployees. Itisexpected that they should
consider themselves subordinates to
the administration and obey their or-
ders.

Alfter the action against the students
and teachersat South Asia University',
once again it has become necessary to
talk aboutthe relationship between the
university, students, and teachers. Qur
indifference would mean death for in-
dependentvoices on campus. ;91\\9‘319
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HINDUSTAN TIMES, (P-16), 29 JUNE 2023

Kota suicides need
an urgent response

or millions of people, the cramped coaching
F centres in Kota are a lodestar. Teenagers jostle

for a once-in-a-lifetime shot at prosperity by
securing a seat in India’s premier engineering and
medical schools. On their shoulders is not just the
weight of their careers but the load of expectations of
their families. And, for decades, despite burgeoning
concerns of pedagogy, mental health and student
future, Kota has delivered; which is why thousands
of people pour into the dusty Rajasthan town every
year from the hinterland. Unfortunately, there is a
macabre side to this successful factory line of young
men and women. Over the past 48 hours, a 17-year-
old student from Uttar Pradesh was found dead at a
rented accommodation in Kota and another student
was suspected of having died by suicide and left a
note. Just this month, four students have died in the
coaching hub, taking the toll this year to a grim 15.
The same number of students ended their lives in
Kota in 2022, underlining that things were not
getting any better.

Around 225,000 students study for entrance
exams in Kota. Research has established that many
find the grind stressful, tipping some vulnerable
people over the edge. A 2018 report by the Tata
Institute of Social Sciences found many students
depressed, ill, anxious, and unable to deal with the
pressure and the breakneck pace of coaching, The
state government, too, has proposed a bill to regulate
institutes but this is yet to be operationalised. There
is an urgent need for more robust oversight and a
relook at the testing patterns for these prestigious
exams. No student’s life is worth the drudgery of

\inhuman pressure and untimely death. Yd\'?'\\\b /
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Slip in rankings

Funds vital for quality higher education

% THER than a few bright spots for Indian

# institutes, the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)

¢ World University Rankings 2024, released

iV on Tuesday, have failed to bring cheer to

A the country’s education sector. Ranked

149th ITT-Bombay has made it to the top-150 list. The
University of Delhi (ranked 407th) and Anna University
(427th) have entered the top-500 tier. However, the situa-
tion is largely bleak as most other so-called prestigious
institutes and universities have slipped in the QS rank-
ings, including other ITI'Ts and 1ISc-Bangalore. In all, 45
Indian universities — up from 41 — find a place in the
latest rankings that feature 1,500 institutions. The shift
in positions could be attributed to a reset in the method-
ology applied in this @S edition, which introduced Sus-
tainability, Employment Outcomes and International
Research Network in the assessment criteria.

It is disconcerting that most of the universities from the
region have not seen any improvement in their rankings.
Rather, they have diminished in eminence even in other
surveys, such as the Education Ministry’s NIRF rankings.
That many of them are battling staff and fund shortages
only hits their image further and is a cause for concern.

To keep pace with the universities gaining in stature,
notably the Chinese ones, which are flush with funds for
research and innovation, India needs to increase its edu-
cation budget. The Union Cabinet’s approval for the
National Research Foundation (NRF) and setting aside
Rs 50,000 crore for the project from 2023 to 2028 is a good
start. With its focus on state-level universities and insti-
tutions in rural areas, the NRF could help arrest the slide
in the quality of higher education in India. It’s the key

\to improving the employability of the youth. <= \>°\ [2

W
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The T50K Crore Bet

National Research Foundation is a fine idea. But GOI's
challenge is nudging private firms to increase R&D spend

n1980, India and South Korea were on a par in an important area.

Both countries spent about 0.6% of GDP on R&D. Four decades

later, the difference is stark. India’s R&D expenditure as a
percentage of GDP is still less than 1% while South Korea’s is close
to 5%, pulled up by its private sector that accounts for four-fifths of
it. Korean conglomerate Samsungnow outspends India’s collective
annual R&D effort. This isthe context in which GoI’s plan tolegislatea
National Research Foundation should be placed.

The foundation, which will have a 50,000-crore corpus for a five-year
period, has been designed as an apex body to provide high-level strategic
direction to scientific research. GOI is pulling out all stops for the

N proposed NRF. PM will be the ex-officio
president of its board. It’s a positive signal
on the seriousness of the effort, which
includes a mandate to enable collaborations
between public and private bodies carrying
out research. At this point, consider the
structure of India’s R&D effort. About 56 %
of R&D spend comes from the government and 35% from the private
sector. The profile in technologically advanced countries is different.
R&D is led by the private sector, contributingasmuch as 88% inIsrael.

India’s at a crucial point when it comes to R&D. There’s the example
of Mexico where the R&D spend to GDP ratio has stagnated for decades,
and so has Mexico’s per capita income growth. On the other hand,
there are the examples of South Korea and Taiwan that over the last
four decades witnessed a private sector led surge in R&D’s share in
GDP to emerge as technology leaders and as prosperous countries. A
measure of NRE’s success will be theextentto whichitnudgesIndia’s
large firms toraise R&D spends. Think tank CTIER’S duata shows that
in 2021, India’s top 10 most profitable non-financial firms spent on
average just 0.3% of sales on R&D, with TCS topping at 1.4%. This
_level of spending won’t produce technology leaders. \Ex,;\ W] \ b
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